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Party ; and their own in particular, having not; ouly 4 
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. ever fince, by the juſt Judgment: bh \God, for theit. Palitich Comm 
a Sb C il Tele of that pretended Reformation; which. 
£69 in truth much greater thin is beiieved of ſuſpefted\ by many 
gud People, gs Fmay eel, ty the Graee of Ge, fow work pre 
ricularly in 'Jue Fama... -. 
| But for. ies Preſent do x ca alm He linds pa" ep the. Mouths: of 
fach as may be offended at what 1 ay, a briefly as may be, Þ. ſhall 
only recommend, to their Con Cediag, if they be: Diſlenters, the 
- Expoſtulation of a /aze {za w 72 atrongf? then, Mr. Richard 
| Baxter, to the. zealous,An a cls he. ſaith, written | 
ro try if it May FOTOS e Log gommon Repetances/aod 
to re ok the Mominal Mi taken Refornati .of thols, 
who have ſinned by Exrreams; which, by the af Name 
of Reformation have wron adFand the Truth, and Mens 
Souls, with the greater Ava ws ror Succeſs. . _ Thus {tbe 
bi eery ion zu general jn his Bog 'F id | 
vied but Title before his Death, Pant'2; Ch, x. and ch.-y 
fer down together wo leſs than ſeven ſummary. 4 of- 3 
es and Wrougs dane to the. Papiſts by the Seifarien weat- 
d part of Proven, & he el[embere calls them. 1: Some 
Me Jaith he, do _ignorantly a4 ſome Ertors'on the Pa- 
piſts, which they. are not gulty,0 or ;lay the Errors of 
' fome few upan the moſt :- e make Errors, which are 
but g Names, to teem to Fo de; Ke: 4- and ns Knives to 
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hath exceſlently op hich Sr Cores 6 all 
thoſe Differences, befides that about Antichriſt, (which he does- 
not at all approve) the Fault lies.on the fide of the Proteſtants 
and the Nommal Miſtaken Reformation. - Anil herein I know no- 
Conformiſts, except Calvinian Sefaries, who dd not agree with 
him, and thoſe Others he mentions.” AnÞfor Conformiſts, they 
may there ſee, without looking further, that there are and have 
been many amongf? us of greateſt Reverence and Name, (' as he 
6/ſewhere - expreſſeth it.) who have thought the Differences as, 
anjuſt' and unreaſonable on'the Proteſtaut fide in divers other Par-' 
riculars; ſuch as Arch-Biſhop Laud, Arch-Biſhip Bramhall, 
Biſhop Guning, Biſhop Sparrow, Biſhop Parker, Dr. Hammond, 
Dr. Heylyn, Dr. Pierce,' Dr; Saywell, Dr. Beveridge, Dr. Sher- 
lock; Mr. Thorndike, MF. Dodwell; all whom he particularly 
- vamey, 'and- indeavours to anſwer :- To whom might be added, for 
wy" Purpoſe, Biſhop Andrews,” Biſhop Coulens, Biſhop. Taylor, 
Biſhop Forbes, Dy. Field,” and divers other eminent learned 
Men in-and fince the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, Lefides divers 
now living; And" a worthy dignified Clergy-Man of the City, in 
ai Book ' [ately printed, hath aſſerted that the Reformation was, 
attd was #6'be, biit\an imperfett Work. "By all which 32. is eafe to 
be perceived; that tlie Cauſe of the Reformation #s »o ſach clear 
Cauſe, or infallible Truth, as is generally believed, by thoſe who 
are- ediicated*in ſuch a” Preſumption or Perſuaſion : Which might 
alſo juftly be ſuſpeted from the Differences, which arofe preſently, 
and have been continued” from the vitro” Swe bitter Conten- 
trons: between the Principal *Afors m that Work, and their ſeve- 
rat Parties to this day; which are things manifeſt to all .People 
in all Places, where any thing" called the Reformation hath. pre- 
wailed; - But there are other Matters very obſervable in_this 
Caſs; as ſeveral indire&t Ends #nd Motives, "which probably 
might be, and certainly vere the -Inducements to many ft the Be: 
glemers and Promoters of # ; the Irregnlar Manner i which it 
was 'wanaged and: ſettled; the ſabtile fecomimodations. of the | 
principal” parts*of the Work"to "recommend the Preachers, => | 
Po: ; £ gratifie 
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gratifie the People, but undermining the Honour of bu Iii. mw" 


the Power of Godlineſs, and ſettling the People in Preſumption 
and Security upon a Falſe Foundation ; accordiny to the Deſcri> 
" Ption of the Apoſtle, Speaking perverſe things: to-draw away 
Diſciples. after them; and the Fruits and" Effects azreeable 
. thereunte 3-4 plain Indication that it was not of God," but in the 
Nature of a_ Judgment, and that they knew not what they did, 
wor what Spirit they were of : which, tho'tertain Truths, and 
' wery evident when looked into, yet are not ſo obujous to comm 
Obſervation. © Nor indeed, was I my ſelf ſo ſenſible of much" of 
them till after much Study and Indeavours to promote the Service 
of, God, and Good of my Country, it all ſeemed to me to be under 
- an Enchantment, ſo that no Good could be done: Wherenpon con- 
fidering the Fruits, according” to our Saviour's Rule, upon a' fair 
Tevitation and- Opportunity F reſolved upon a Retirement, and a 
Review of the Reformation, the Root which produced no better 
Fruits : And coming, to it. with much Sincerity and Tmpartiality, 
I foon perceived all this that 7 bow berwfacd: and more, very 
clearly ; and ſome* things, which relate to the Civil State and 
preſent Settlement uf this Nation ; of which T' ſeon gave an ac» 
count to ſach Perſons as I thought moſt: proper, to acquaint His 
Majeſty with it ; to diſcharge-my own Conſcience, what-ever was 
farther done in it. | 
| F do not deny but there was need of a Reformation of divers 
things : but none know better than your Lordſhips, and the Gen» 
 tlemen of your Profeſſion; how common a thing it is for Men, who 
have really a:good Cauſe; to make it ill through Paſſion, Partiality, 
unreaſonable Demands or Charges, and'ſuch ill Management as, 
if it come to Tryal, it muſt. be found againſt them ; or tho it te 
gt Good, yet through Parttality or Prejudice te think it Good; 
aud then; when by + AFons they have well fixed and rivetted that 
Opinion, and beſides engaged their Reputation in-it, to perſuade 
> 6:48 th that: thoſe things are lawful for the Maintenance of it; 
which, in trath, are not; and thoſe things uſefub or neceſ$ary, 
which, in concluſion, will but, expoſe-and -ruine it © howwnueb Miſe 
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chief People thus affetted frequently bring upon themſelves anal 
_ others, and endleſs Vexations, when obſtimate in their Opinion, 
reſolute in their Demands, and pertinacious in their ContentJous, 
right or wrong : how undecent antl unbecoming, even in Croll 
Matters, this appears to all wiſe and good Men, who have Oppdr- 
tanity to obſerve the Truth of the Caſe < On the other fide, how 
much more Prudent it is, as well as Juſt and Honeſt, if a Man 
have the Misfortune to purchaſe: au ill Title, or be anhappily 
concerned in an ill Cauſe, ito indeavour to make ut Good by fair 
Agreement with Parties concerned, and Tender of what is juft 
and reaſonable; and ſuch houeſt"Veans as will at leaſt ſecure his 
Reputation, if not his Cauſe alſo, howeuer much mentl the matter. 
This has been always my Practice, and.thjis I am reſobved to do + 
#n this Caſe, of what 1 have diſcover d upon my Review aforeſaid : 
1 do utterly diſclaim all the Iriquity of the Caſe that T have 
already diſcovered, or can diſcover, all the Sacrilege, Sthiſm, 
and Herefre, and other Corraptions of the pretended Reformation 
in general, uud of that of England 7» particular.” And tho' T ds 
wot forſake the Corruptions of this Church to eſpouſe thoſe of ano- 
ther ; yet IT think fit" to make my own'Cauſe good, and to fland 
only upou ſuch Terms, as I can comfortably refer to the Goodneſs 
and Mercy of God, and as 1 am- ſatisfied will' make it their 
Faults, not mine, who ſhall refuſe Agreement and Communion 
with'me. What I think prudent inmy own Caſe, if it be ſo in- 
deed, I could wiſh the whole Nation zlid fee it as well as 1: Por 
T believe it a more firm Foundation fora laſting Peace and true 
Syn. than any other we can build upon. And if I be not mi- 
flaken im the Matters in Difference, there 4x ſcarce any but ſuch, 
as many principal Men of the one fide think ought to be yielded by 
' them, or. as all on the other confeſs may, for ju$F Cauſe, be granted 
by them; or may be otherwiſe accommodated by only fit Expli- 
cations aud Expreſſions. ' To which, fince the moſt ronfederable 
" on both fides have ſhewed a wery good Diſpoſition, and the Na> 
ture and. Precepts-of the Goſpel, and the Peace, and Repoſe,”and 
Common Good of Mankind, "eſpecially in this part of the Warld, 


A which 


EF : 
which may have a great Influence upon-the refs, do require it; # 
 Pelicue it would h for the ' Honour and Intere5t} of which frde 
ſoever ſhould do it, to make the Propoſal, provided it be we- 
ry juff- and reafonable.. Of thoſe Matters,” which are thought. 

ueht to be yielded, this, which IT propoſe to yeur Lordſhips'\Con- 
| federation, concerning. the ancient Praftice of Prayers for the 
Dead, zs one, and the ru ry Inſtance that can be in all re- 
ſpefts. It is indeed a dv uble Inftance ;. for it is a plain Evidence; 
* that one of the principal Suppofitions, with which not only Multi- 
tudes of People: in theſe laſt Ages, but ever ſince the firſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity, have been decerved and. miſled, with very plaus 
ſible pretence; is notwithſtanding falſe im it ſelf, beſides falla- 
cious miſapplications. of what is true :. as appears abundantly by 
 Trenzus, Tertullian, and” the- Common Prattice of the Ancient 
Ehriſtians in their Conteſts with Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. 
And tt is iw' its. ſelf one” of the greateſ® Inſtances of the- Power 
of Prejadice to wile weak Men out of their apparent Interef?; 
without" any other*competent ground or reaſon ; of the Weakneſs 
of Men to beſo ſed. and of the Trconfilerateneſs of thofe who 
jane to be pofutive;- and dire others in ſuch Caſes, that 
Ekuow of © © | aff $e7 
- My intention at firſt was to have publiſhed a Vindicatior of 
gl 


known *Englith Cle: en, and afterward' corrupted and: diſor= 
dered by Crat er als RR Foreigners, 6k + nh , 
Calvinian Sefaries in-Secret, and" ſo craftily impoſed upon the 
' Eharth aud Nation. But when I confidbred, in theſe unhappy 
Differences, how partially Zealous. the Generality of Clergy-Memw - 
( who have any Zeal at all ) are for their own-Party, more than: 
for the: common Concerns of Religzon, or of their Country ; antl ' 
how-unconcerned the- chief of the Clergy of this Nation are; and” 
have been gver force the State aſſumed the Sapream Power. of © 
* Bitlefraſtical: Matters; as if either diſpirited; or prefuming that 
the- Care alſo incumbent only upon themwho have aſſumed the - 
ns nd 's b expedted”* 
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expetted from them ; and, .on the other fide; how-weteffary 'not+: 
withſtanding it is for the Peace aud Repoſe of thi::Nation, that 
the Occaſrons of ſuch miſchievous Piſſentions ſhould. te better con-' 
kedered and removed; Þ preſently percerved I had-a'fair Oppor-. 
tunity in this to preſent a proper inſtance of 'a Matter of ſuch. 
likely, to be as ſenſible of the Importance of it, as any ;- and. there-; 
#o caucluded to preſent it alone to thakauhderation of Tour Lord- 


Jhips, and the Gentlemen of Your Honenrable Profeſſion; having . 


already, as to the reſt, made a.conſiderable Experiment of what 
{ have here ſaid, of the Hopes we mayhave of a good Suctels, 

zf they, to whom it dath belong, will but do what is in their Power. 
towards it : For having publiſhed a Litergy, Entituled, The. 
.Liturgy of the Ancients repreſeated, as near as well may be, in 
Engliſh Forms, »o: mach different. Lenp a Beale wore compleat) 


Biſhops 


learne 


that it ſeems not auly expedient and _prident for. the. State t6 
confider theſe Meters, (far otheraiſe nothi hecexpe 

from theſe Biſhops ), but abſolutty. neceſoary 2: ufind! Jo T leave 1 
with Tour: Lord fpips.. ue om hae agitated 9 
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ch as. they had : lg lates  Concern- 
if Juch 1n Binary 26s to-their Bodies and Meaunarics : ing Mens 
uted, .much- more may fuch good Offices, as f,om them, 


ers for the Souls departed, deſerve. commendation. - And. ac- and received 
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ſaade them ſo contrary te the Praftice of the whole World in gene- . 
ral, and of the whole Catholick Church, without clearer Evidence 
in ſo obſcure a Caſe, as is that of the middle State of Souls to ns 
Mortals:. which. is not to be believed could -ever-have-beca- with- 
out ſome ſecret Energy of thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, which have 
effeted greater Miſchiefs than this by the ſame Inſtruments. 

It is the Prattice of the Fews at'this day,.and has been ſo without 
any known beginning : was ſo before our Saviour”s time, as appears 
by the Book of Aaccabces, and their ancient Form of Prayer, which, 

*tis ſaid, they uſed in the Captivity, til extant in their. Tilmud ; 
and never was reproved by our Saviour, or any of his Apoſtles, 
or of the Primitive Chriſtians. 

It is the Prattice of the whole Cathelick Church .at this day, and of 
all Chriſtians, except fuch as according to the unanimous Senti- 
ments of the-Ancients are gone, and are, out of it.; and hath been 
ſo without any known beginning, in their moſt ſolemn W orſhip ; 
fothat no Church can be aſſigned where they, who feruply __ 
now, Kos have had Communion 6. tay ren it: DR never was op- 


time of a we a eden, 
diſcontented becauſe he could not get a Z 
is probable, quarrelled not qnly at divers Pradtiſes of the Chnrch, 
bat :at- Epiſcopacy it ſelf: an; 111 Man by'the Judgement of all; 
and Epiphanizs and St. Auſtin reckon Bs in thejr Cataloguex of 
Hereticks for his Oppoſition of this Practice eſpecially. 

The next, whoſe Teſtimony is produced in this: Canſe, is one 
Stephanus Gobarus, -an obſcure Scribler, and a confeſſed: Heretick, 
even by UVſber, who alleadgerh his Teſtimony aswell as by Phorius, 
from whom he takes it, and'who gives this Chara&er of his'Boo 
that -it ems a: Work of much Labour, but. little Profit: and a 
Study rather of Applanſe and Vain-Glory, . than: any. great ' Uſeful- 
neſs. It was a Colleftion of the different Sentences of the Fathers. 
in divers points of DoQrine, and alleadged to prove ſuch a Diffe- 
rence of Opinions in this Cale, and what was the true. SENEENTE © of 
the Church. ;A ſpecial Witneſs, 'andgro much purpoſe! an He- 
retick to prove the true Sentence lof the Church ? and” a vain- 
glorious Perſon, who, out of Oftentation of Parts -and -Lear 
teeks for- Differences 1 In the Fathers, and ſets himſelf up'for a 
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Frick he might, if he Hat! pleaſtd, have done alſo-in- the Scripture 
eo But after all he doth-not ſo much as dedare his Opinieg 


Opinians, (whereof ſome were 
allowed by all others) this of 
_ 1; The-Apefoties of-«hati time; I ſuppo&; were not a diſtin®t Sea; 
but the ſame; who afliutied that Name.”” And the Albigenſes, who 


But by all the feveral-:Sects of rhe larer Refarmers, ' fince Zucker began, 
PALE ) B 2 | they 
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they have been queſtioned, oppoſed, and left out of their Publick 
Prayers. 

Galy here in F»glard, in the firſt- Liturgy, compoſed by Engliſh 
Clergy, in the Reign of King Edward 6. which I therefore 
call The Frue Engliſh Liturgy, the ancient Prayers for the Dead 
were retained, both in the moſt Solemn Office of the Daly Sacri- 
fice, and at Funerals: Burt theſe and other principal Parts of the 
Liturgy were ſoon after new-modelled in a clandeſtine manner by 
Cranmer, Bucer, and other Foreigners, and Calvinian Settaries; and 
craftily impoſed upon the Church and Nation : And the Abuſe is 
continued to this day. | 

This is the true Original and Succeſſion of all the Oppoſition which 
hath ever been made to this Practice, of all Mankind 1n general, and 
of the whole Catholick Church of Chriſt ; by Hereticks, SeQaries, 
and Schiſmaticks, and the meaneſt of all thoſe; not a Man amongſt 
them of any Eminence for Piety, or any Virtue, or ſo much as Parts 
or Learning : much leſs any Man of Note in the Church: much 
le any Church, Party, or Part of the Catholick Church, who were; 
or who continued in Communion with The Cath6lick Church, or 
any Particular Catholick Church, as they anciently diſtinguiſhed 
them from the Aſſemblies and Aſſociations of Hereticks, and Schiſ- 
maticks in the fame City. It is very obſervable, wonderful, and 
a great Evidence of unqueſtionable or undeniable Truth, that in 
ſo many Ages, when there had been ſo many ſo conſiderable Parties 
of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, and ſo malicious, ſpiteful, and in- 
raged. as many of them were againſt the Church, that none of the 
moſt conſiderable of them ſhould ever ſeek to advantage their Cauſe 
by ſucha Queſtion ; which doubtleſs they would not have failed to 
have done, had they apprehended any color of Truth or Advan- 
tage in it: that none in all the Parts of the World ſhould ever 
oppoſe it but ſuch an obſcure, inconfiderate and inconſiderable 
Generation of People, till the late Reformers ſprung up, who 
thought they could never reform enough, or pick quarrels too 
much, till they had brovght that, which might have been a conſi- 
derable Cauſe, if well laid and managed, to-an indefenſible brable. 
Amongſt them indeed there have been many Men of ſufficient Learn- 
ing ; but, but few of that Ingenuity, Impartiality, freedom from 
Prejudice, temporal Intereſt, or Fear of Diſpleaſing, and of that 
 Generoſity, as to aſſert the Truth plainly, without reſpe& of 
Perſons or Parties : and thoſe few have been very much born down 

(among 
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(among ns efpecialſy):by the Violence and Headineſs of Partiesand 
FaQions.:: Yet: ſuch is the Power and Evidence of Truth in this Caſe, 
that it hath found Advocates amongſt the moſt learned of all Parties. 
.. Of this I think it not improper to produce an inſtance or two 
in this Place : The firſt ſhall be an eminent Perſon both for Learn- 
ing- and ' Virtue, Biſhop Forbes, the firſt Biſhop of Edenburg, pro- 
moted by King Charles 1. who is reported to have faid -of him; 
'That he had found out a Biſhop, who deſerved that a See ſhould 
be made for him. In his Conſiderationes Modeſte, Controverſia de 


' Purgatorio, Cap. 3. FS. 17. coming to ſpeak of Prayers and Obla- 


tions for the Dead ; Sed hic primum, &c. But here fir5t, faith he, 

z5. to be reproved the Opinion of ſome rioid Proteftants, who do altoge- 

ther cenſure and condemn Prayers for the Dead; becauſe they find 1s 

Precept or Example of ſuch Prayers in the Old or New Teſtament. Cer- 

rainly even thoſe, who are moſt againſt it, dare not deny that it 1s a moſs 

ancient Cuſtom, and moſt. ( univerſally ) received im the whole Church of 

Chrit, that in the Publick Prayers of the Church Commemoration ſhould 

be made for the Dead, and Reſt be prayed for tv God for thoſe who died 

piouſly, and in the Peace of the Church. . And having cited divers of 

the Ancients for it, he adds: This moſt ancient Cuſtom was full - of 

Piety, and moſt truly did Caſſander ſay, © This was always fixt in X All ® Note. Then 
© Chriſtian Minds, That the Spirits of thoſe," who being initiated in the this ws «= - 
& Sacrament of Chri#, departed this Life 1m the Confeſſion of his Name, $*<<4among - 
« with ſignification of Repentance, ſhould be commended to the Mercy of 
& God, that Remiſſion of Sin, Eternal Reſt, and a Part with the Elett, 

© might be intreated for them. ÞF And altho' concerning that State of This fecond | 
* Souls, for which thoſe things were profitable, it was neither ſufficiently part is ſo ci- * 
&« manifeſt, nor agreed among all, yet all judged this Office, as a Teſtimony ted in Uſher, 
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of Charity toward the Deceaſed, and a Profeſſion of - Fa.th concerning 4: 26-is 


. © the Immortality af Souls, and Reſurrection to come, to be grateful to the Reader 


« God, and profitable ts the Church. . Then he faith, This moſt. An- into miſtake, 
cient aud Univerſal Cuſtom of the Charch very many and moſt learned as if» they: - 


. Proteſtants do not diſallow ;, and cites the Apology of the Augsburg Were not an 


Confeſſ. Chemnicins, Mentſerus, Luther, Gerard, Urbanus Regins, Vor- gon + 


fins, Voſſius, Dr. Field, Biſhop Andrews, and paſling over in ſilence the .Anthor. 
very &any others, as he faith, he recites the Words of the. Liturgy. of did intend, .. 


| Eanard 6. both .imr the Office for the Communion, . and thar for - 


Burials; laments that ſuch moſt ancient and pious Prayers, ſhould, 
by the Perſuaſion of Bucer, and others, be expunged ; and wiſheth . 
that, the Church of Ezgland, which hath ſhewed great Moderation . 

; VI 


* To uſe by 
own words Pp. 
170. He dl. 
leadgecth in- 
deed a num- 
ber of Artho- 
rities to. blear 
Mens Eyes 
with all; 
which being 
narrowly lork- 
ed into will be 
found nothing 
at all to the 


purpoſe, 
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in many other things of leſs motnent, had rather confarmed-hed 
ſelf in this buſmeſs, as alſo in ſome others, to the:moſt :ancient 
Cuſtom of the Univerſal Church, than for ſome Errors and Abuſes, 
which had by degrees crept in, plainly rejected it, and wholly taken 
it away, to the great Scandal of almoſt all other Chriſttans.. _ 
I need add no more after this Learned and Apoſtolick Biſhop; 
only, in ſhort, take notice of what Vrbanns Regins faith, that None 
rejett it but Epicureans and Sadduces;, and Yorſtins, that No Good Mar 
car diſlike it ;, and Biſhop Andrews, that There is little that can be ſaid 
against it; and conclude this matter with the Words of the learned 
and famous Hugo Grotins;- The uſe of Praying for the Dead, received 
through all Churches of the Eaſt, no leſs than of the Weſt, ought not to 
be condemned. And after ſome reaſons for it, and ſomething con« 
cerhing the Jews, he adds, The' Ancient Liturgies are not to be con 
demned, fince Christ himfelf did never reprehend the Prayers for the 
Dead, commonly uſed among the Jews; of which there 4 a Form extam 
77 the Talmud, made, as us believed, in the Babylonian Captivity, and 
mentioned in the ſecond Book of the Maccabees. | 
It will be replied, That as great a Man, and of the Church of 
England, as any of thoſe, hath written againſt it, the famous Uſher, 
Arch-Biſhop of Armarth. It is very true he hath, and imployed and 
ſtrained all his Learning, all his Parts, and all his Skill; and a little 
too much, to oppoſe-it ; and all to very little purpoſe for his own 
Cauſe, but to very good -purpoſe againſt it; 'For it is a greaf 
Evidence and Demonſtration of what Biſhop Andrews truly ſaid, 
That there #: little that- can be ſaid againſt what this great Man takes 
ſuch pains to oppoſe. The ſole Queſtion between him and his Ad- 
verſary was, Whether the Fathers of the firſt 400 or 500 Tears held 
that Prayer for the Dead is both commendable” and godly ? as appears 
by the Challenge, which was in thoſe very Words, and no other. - 
How, and where, doth he anſwer this plain Queſtion? His Title of 
that part of his Anſwer is general, Of Prayer for the Dead. - He'faw 
well enough how little he had to ſay to' that plain Queſtion ; and 
therefore reſolved to take more Liberty, to ſay ſomething of the mat- 
ter of kis Title, tho little or nothing to the Queſtion. Heſpends three 
ſcore and ten pages upon the general matter ; but, if I miſtake not, 
not ten lines direQly and cloſely to- the ſpecial Queſtion. * Which - 
1s to abuſe, not ſo much his Adverfary, as his Reader, with a ſpe- 
cious appearance of an Anſwer, which, in truth and reality, 1s 
nothing to the purpoſe. "That which comes neareſt to the purpoſe 
| is 


(6.399 1 


is whatbe faith;peg- 246; 55 Theſe Two Queſtions, ſaith He, muff neceſſi- 
< rily. be: diſt inngraſped:: Whether Prayers. and Oblatrons. were to be 
& made for the Dead ?: ad, Whether the Dead did receive any pe- 
& cpliar Profit thereby * the latter of theſe, he (the Reader) ſhall find 
&* Freat Difference among the Dottors : in the former, very little, or none 
«4a. his is indeed tothe purpoſe : but his Reſolution of the 
Former Queſtion, tho? very true; is a. plain Confeſſion againſt him- 
ſelf. For if they be agreed that Prayers and Oblations were to be 
made for the Dead, then certainly they held that that was com- 
mendable and godly ; which is all that his Adverfary did affirm 
then, and that I'do principally: aſſert now: for what I: have to 
alleadee farther, is but a Conſequence of that. '-And his Reſolution 
of the: latter Queſtion is manifeſtly falfe, and a diſingenuous:Aſler- 
tion : for if among ſo great a number of Doctors in ſo many Years 
ke could have afſigned five, or fix, or ten, who had really differed 
in that point from the reſt, (which thoſe few he cites rightly un- 
derſtood did not) had thatibeen a Great Difference? And if ſome 
Aynthors do fay, that fome; or that many, ia their time, were donbt- 
fl in the point, is that a. ſufficient proof that it was ſtill 4 Oneſtion 
in the Church ? when they name: not one Perſon in particular, much 
le any DoRor, nor tell us ſo much as of what quality they were, 
who had. thoſe Doubts. When a Difference is Great, there muſt be 
ſome proportion between the Contenders : and where a Queſtion 
is continued, there muſt be ſome Diſputes, Contention, or Debates. 
But if Peoples ſecret Doubts muſt be taken for Queſtions in the Church, 
that; is the ready way to bring all Religion into'queſtion-: and: it is 
not to be doubted but ſuch-dealings in Controverſies hath had its 
ſhare in producing this growth of . Scepticiſm and Atheiſm of late. 
That ſuch a Man as this ſhould par: Colours upon Cauſes ; ſhould 
hold up Contentions; ſhould be fo addifted to Parties, as in fa- 
vour ta them to confirm People in Opinions, which if falſe are 
miſchievous, and if true of little Advantage, and contrary to ſo 
great. Authority as is. on the other ſide; and ſo expoſe his Judg- 
ment or Integrity, 1s a great Unhappineſs to himſelf, and a Scandat 
to others. © 
It is poſſible, what others may have obſerved in this great Man 
( for; *tis:a ſcurvy; thing to be ingaged in an ill Cauſe ) may have 
taught them more Wiſdom-; for, for. ought I can find, as well in - 
the Controverſial Writings of late; as in the Difputations at the 
_ Univerſity, the Qld Cauſe, 47 Preces- pro Defunttis fint Licite.? is 
p quite. 
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quite deſerted, and that Queſtion is turned into another, 4+ Preces 
pro Defunttis antiquitus uſurpate inferant Purgatorium Papiſticum ? 
It is well Men have learned ſo much Wiſdom for themſves, as to 
mend their Cauſe ſo far as that; and it is to be wiſhed, that ' they 
may alſo learn ſo much Honeſty, as to undeceive the People, and 
reſtore to them, for themſelves and their Friends, the Comfort and 
Benefit of that ancient Catholick Praftice. Mr. Thorndike, one of 
the learnedſt Perſ>ns this Church hath produc'd, and a 4ate Biſhop 
of St. Aſaph, have done well to do what they could, and reſtore it 
upon their own Tomb-ſtanes, tho? they could not do it in the 
Church : and if all who believe well, would but do fo well, as pro- 
feſs what they believe, which certainly they ovght to do, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee the Truth revive and flouriſh beyond ExpeQation ; and 
To, much of our Contentions. abated. 
* Thus concerning the Perſons who have oppoſed this Practice, and 
ſet up themſelves againſt the Authority of the whole Catholick 
Church. I come now to conlider the Oppoſition it ſelf, their Allega- 
tions and Reaſons. Such is the Wit of Man, and the Subtilty of Sa- 
. .tan, that ſcarce any Truth is ſo evident, but they can find out ſome 
ſpecious Appearances to ſet up againſt it. But ſuch is the Mercy and 
Wiſdom of God, that he hath provided ſufficient means for Dire-_ 
tion for all ſuch as keep within the Bounds of Humility and Obe- 
dience; that is, in Subjection not only of their Wills, but alſo 
of their Intelle&s and Underſtandings, to his Orders, Ordinances 
and Preſcriptions, the very Buſineſs of their Lives in this World, 
for Preparation for another. And to ſ{uch, beſides the Common 
Means, he will kindly vouchſafe a ſpecial Guidance ſufficient for 
their Circumſtances. Of the Danger our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have given to all fair Warning, and great Caution; acquainting 
us with the End, why the moſt Wiſe and Gracious God permits it, 
for Tryal and Exercife ; the Danger 2nd Subtilty of the Miniſters 
of Satan, ſuch as ſhould deceive, if 1t were poſſible, the-very Ele&; 
the ſpecial Marks to know and avoid them, viz. Their Fruits, ſpe- 
cious Pretences, ( Sheeps Clothing, ) and Diſtraction and Diſagree- 
ment among themſelves, crying, Here is Chit, and There is Chriſt ; 
and ſpecial DireCtions, Believe chemi nor, Go not out' after them. | All : 
this Proviſion hath the Devil, attempted .to undermine, partly by (2 
Taiſing real Scandals and Offences, and partly by ftrongly repre- i 
ſenting Imaginary ones. Burt againſt all this Humility and Charity 
will tortifie us; and the Grace, ſpecial Guidance 'and Mercy--of 
God 
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God will preſerve us, if we be careful to continue in thoſe Graces. 
It was Pride, and Arrogance, and Diſcontent in Aerius, which 
gave the * Devil Advantage to inſtigate him to the firſt Oppoſition 
of ſuch a Catholick Praftice. - It was Pride, Vanity, and Oftenta- 
tion of Parts, by which he ſet Gobarws to work to ſhew his Learn- 
ing and Acuteneſs in finding out Differences of Opinions among 
them, who perhaps in many of thoſe things differed no more than 
the Writers of the Sacred Scriptures ſeem to do. _ For I do' not 
find that he made any ſpecial Oppoſition againſt this Praftice. But 
I doubt it was-not imaginary, but real Scandal and groſs Abuſes of a 
'good Practice, by which Waldo and his Followers, and the Alb:iger- 
fes, were moved to oppoſe all without Diſtinction : tho? there 


ſeems to have been in him, with a Zeal for God, but without Know- 


ledge, a Mixture of Pride and Conceitedneſs. And it was real, 
and not imaginary Scandal, by which Zxther was at firſt moved 
to oppoſe Indulgencies, and his Followers at firſt to oppoſe even 
this innocent and commendable Practice. But in ſuch Men as 


Uſher and Bucer., it was the Reputation of the Cauſe they had: 


eſpouſed in groſs, and Compliances with the Times, and their 
particular Intereſts, by which they were moved. But let us but 
carefully follow our Saviour's Admonitions and Directions, wiſely 
diſtinguiſh the Ingredients of the Compoſition of Truth and Falſe- 
hood, and honeſtly imbrace, hold faſt, and own the Truth, -when 
we have the Opportunity, and we ſhall not want ſufficient Light 
and Evidence to find it. | 

The ſpecious Appearances ſet up againſt this Catholick Praftice 
of the Church of Chriſt are theſe: 1. That there is no Scri- 
pture Authority for it. 2. That the Ancient Prattice was 
to Pray for all, ſuch as were at Reſt. 3. That the Ancients 
were not agreed in their Opinions concerning the State of Se- 

Souls, or the general Intention of the Church in thoſe 
Prayers. | : 

To deteCt the Fallacy, Falſity, and Impertinence of theſe Alle- 
oations, as briefly as may be : To the firſt, I fay, it is a meer Fal- 
lacy, and grounded upon a falſe Suppolition, that nothing is to be 
admitted. in Doctrine ' or. Worſhip, but what there is Scriptare : Au- 
thority for, if it be underſtood of a ſpecial Authority; and their uſual 
Pretences of nat Adding, or Diminiſhing, are to be underſtood of 
thoſe particular Parts or Books of the Scripture, as is plain by the 


Additional Writings and Practices of Holy Men afterwards, 2. It 
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is inconſiſtent with the Tradition of the Do&rine, and Inſtitutions 
of the Goſpel, and of the Ordinances of the Apoſtles, which were 
all! by Word and Deed, without Writing, as the Common Laws 
of this Nation were at firſt ſettled : and much of what was writ- 
ten, was written upon ſpecial Occaſtons, and much with that Bre- 
vity and Conciſeneſs, by the ſpecial Providence of God, as was 
ſufficient for them for whom it was intended, and yet 1o as ſhoulq 
need an Authentick Explication to preſerve the Authority of the 
Catholick Church. 3..It is contrary to the expreſs DireCtions of 
the Scripture, to contend for the DoCQtrine once delivered to the 
Saints, in general, and to hold the Traditions they had received, 
whether by Word, or Epiſtle, &c; And if it be -onderſtood of a 
general Authority, the Allegation it'felf is: falſe: For it is contrary 
to all thoſe Scriptures, which declare the Authority of the Church, 
and require Obedience to Superiors: And either way it 1s contrary 
to the Sentiments, Teſtimony, and Pra@tice of the Ancient Chri- 
ftians, who, in Queſtions of Difficulty and Conteſts with Hereticks, 
always inquired, not only what was written by the Apoſtles, but 
alſo, or principally, what was delivered: by them to the Churches, 
which they founded, in all Parts of the Wortd, of which the Ca- 
tholick Church -doth conſiſt, which the Scripture it- ſelf ſtiles the 
Pillar and Baſis of Trath, 1 Tim. 3. 15. v. Grot. not only for the 
Senſe and Meaning of the Scripture, as Lawyers, with good reaſon 
_ do, when in doubts about the Conftrnftion of Writings they in- 
quire how the Uſage hath gone; for in that caſe the Writing is 
the Principal Evidence : but in this cafe, what was deltvered to the 
Churches, which were compleatly and platnly inſtrutted and ordered 
by the Apoſtles, was the principal Inquiry, and the Scriptures but an 
acceſſory Evidence, as our Year-Books are of the Common Law, in 
Queſtions concerning the Common Law. But F doubt not but 
there-was a ſpecial Providence in it, that ſo much was written, 
and no more, and that it was written in ſuch a manner. Laſtly, 
This hath been the Practice and Prerence of Hereticks and Schiſma- 
cicks, in all Ages, to the intent with the better cojour to ſet aſide 
the Authority of the Catholick Church, that they might. fo make 
way to ſet up their own private Opinions and Conceits in the Place 
thereof; but never more groſsly, nauciouſly, and ſcandalouſly,'than 
by ſome of the Principal of the- late'Reformers, Cal» efpecially, 
on the one ſide, inculcating and'crying pp The Pure Word of God, 
The Pure Word of God; and on the other, abuſing'it, by ſtraining 
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wreſting. it to ſerve their own turns, and eluding and evading what 
is plainly contrary to them; which 1s now paſt all doubt, not only 
by the Confeſſions of Mr. Baxter and Le Blaxk, but the many of all 
Parties, who have deſerted divers of thoſe Aſlertions, which were 
{o hotly contended for under that ſpecious Pretence : a plain Evi- 
dence and Demonſtratien that they were no better than their Pre- 
deceflors in that Pretehce, But beſides all this, what I am now 
doing, if I be not much miſtaken, will be a particular demonſtra- 
tion of the Truth of what I ſay. 
. To the other two Allegations, I ſay, they are both impertizent to the 
Queſtion under conſideration here ; which- is only concerning the 
Matter of Fa& and Practice; I do not ſay that they are impertinent 
to the Subject in general, to be conſidered. upon other Occaſions ; 
but to this _ Queſtion : and therefore to inſiſt upon them in 
this Caſe, inſtead of direaly anſwering to the Queſtion, is fallacious, 
captious, and an abuſe to the Reader, to impoſe upon him, diſtract 
him, and withdraw him from the proper Queſtion. There might 
be Difference in Forms, and various Intendments, and all conſiſtent. 
Certainly there was no ſuch Difference or Variety either of Forms 
or Intendment, as there is this day amongſt Proteſtants of both, in 
their greateſt Solemnity of the Sacrament. But if the matter of 
Fact be certain, it may be in the Power of the Church to order the 
Form, and at Liberty for every one to -conſtrue the Intention, or 
make his Inferences or Obſervations for his own Uſe, as well as of 
the Scripture. And the Matter of Fa&t is granted by .the very 
Allegation : Nor indeed is it much denied by any Men of Learn- 
ing. Scio efſe pervetuſtam hanc precandi” pro pie defunitis conſuetu- 
dinem, faith Bucer in his Cenſure; and after he had a little indea- 
voured to put off Tertullian, S. Cyprian, and Dionyſius, he adds, 
Sed fit hic quantumwvis vetuſtus Dionyſus ; Et fit bujus atgue aliorum 
'S, Patrum authoritas quantumlibet magna: attamen noſtrum et tanto 
anteferre omni humane. authoritati divinam, quanto Deus on homine 
major eſt, & ſapientia, & noſtri charitate, docendique nos omnia pro- 
penfione. Tam orare pro Defunttis nulle decent Scripture, ſwe verbo, 
fre exemplo. Et vetitum eſt quicquid his adjicere vel detrahere, Deut.4. 
&- 12. Solet nobis objici, lays Peter Martyr, Eccleſram ſemper pro De- 
Funttis oraſſe;, quod quidem non inficior; ſed afſero illius fatti, neque 
Verbi Dez, neque Exempli, qua de/urtililiia wwe Secthhiteris aubtoritatem 
habere, in k Cor. 3. fol. 45. Ed. Tig, 1579. Verum eſt quod Papiſte 
aiunt, ſays Bulliager, Dec. 4. Ser. 10. Veteres oraſſe & ſacrificaſſe 
| Wo Ga pro 
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pro Defunttis: Scio quid Doftor Eccleſie Taſignts Auguſtinu:, quid Elb- 
quent: ſſimus Chryſoſtomus, aliique viri vetuſti ac clars hac de re ſcriptum. 
relinquerunt : Sed quero num hi ret fecerunt? Scio dannatum fuiſſe 
Atrium, quod hujuſmodi Orationes & Oblationes improbaret. Aﬀerunt 
ſecundum Maccabeorum librum: Sed is nihil probat, cum non ſit Cano- 
nicus : Adjicinnt & Traditionem Apoſtolicam : Sed mihi id non videtur ; 
nec illi unquam 'in ſcriptis ita precipumt. This Is the Sum of the Caſe, 
and honeſtly ſaid; and therefore I ſhall conclude this part with it. 
Such is the Folly, Paſſion, and Inconſtderateneſs of Men, that 
they many times bring ſych Cauſes to Tryal, as upon their own 
ſhewing, and hearing their own Evidence only, appears to all in- 
telligent and indifferent Perſons to be againſt them. _ And ſuch 
[believe will this Cauſe of theſe Men appear to be to all competent. 
Judges, without more ado. Notwithſtanding, for the more plain 
and full Conviction and SatisfaQton of ſuch as are leſs intelligent 


. and more ſcrupulous ; and that thoſe Honourable Perſons, to whoſe 


*-7. Of Nice, 
Anno 325. 
2, Conitant. 
Anno ZBt. 
3. Epheſus, 
Anno 431. 
4. Chalced, 
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Conſideration 1 preſent it, may themſelves judge of the Evidences, 
which extort theſe Confeſſions from ſuch as would elude them if 
they could, I will produce ſo much as is ſufficient for the purpoſe : 
and that I be not tedious, I will forbear all that, which would prove 
it to have been-a true Catholick Practice of the whole Church for. 
above 1 200 years laft paſt; and confine my ſelf tothe time allowed. 
and approved by the Church and State of Enpland;that is, the time 
of the firſt four * general Councils, and that preceeding to the time 
of the Apoſtles; that is, from that to the Year of our Lord 451. 

As for the ſucceeding Ages, to this-day, that it was obſerved all 
along per torum Orbem, and therefore believed to have been de- 
irvered by the Apoſtles, as the moſt ancient Writers upon the 


' Church Offices affirm, I preſumeno Man will deny ; and therefore 


F ſhall only mention one Obſervation concerning thoſe Ages: 
Fhave made all the Search that poſſibly I could, both by Many- 
fcripts and printed Books, to diſcover the moſt ancient Forms of 
celebrating the-Holy Euchariſt in the Zatin Church : and tho? I have 
met with divers Variations in other parts, yet .I'never could dif- 
cover any Alteration in that- that: 1s the principal part, and as Dr.. 
Barlow, late- Biſhop of Lincol#, ſays, the moſt innocent part of the pub- 


lick Office, called Fhe Canon y the Mafs, ſince Gregory the Great, nor 
indeed by-him y | Th believe the whole Canon is 
not of leſs Antiquity than Gelaſias, or S. Ambroſe, if not much 


2ncienter, divers particulars of, it: being found - in more ancient 
$aare 1-4 Ate *r ; Authors, 
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Authors.” It is not long ſince'a very Reverend ad Learned Biſhop, 
ſince deceaſed, fpeaking to me of it, ſaid,” it was a Noble piece of 
Antiquity; and Dr. Barlow hath left under his hand a juſt Cenfure- 
of -one who cut that part out of an-ancient Miſſel at Oxford, for 
an ignorant half learned Fellow. This alone 1s an ample Evidence 
of the Practice: of all the Latin Churches for theſe Ages ; which, 
from thence, I ſhall indeayour to trace back to its Original. 

'S. Anftin and'S. Paulinus both lived within the time preſcribed, and 
died 20 years before the laſt of the ſaid four Councils, about Az. 431. 


'S. Auguſtin was a Perſon of great Natural parts, acquired Learning, 


Piety, Holineſs, and of great Anthority and 'Reputation in the 

whole Catholick Church, eſpecially in the Zarix Church, of which - - 

he is reckoned one of the chiefeſt Doors, He had in his younger LR _w 
time taught Rhetorick at Rome, and afterward at :llan, fo that he —_ 
was acquainted with the World, as well as with Books, and every nernai; 
way as well qualified to bear his Teſtimony in the Caſe as poſſibly Ecciefia mp- 
could be. S. Paulinus was a Perſon of great Quality and Eſtate, in plicare con- 
great Eſteem with the Emperor, and of ſo great Devotion, that; — Avg, 
imbracing our Saviour's Counſel, he Sold all, diſtributed it to the 57, 7? 


Poor, -and pious Uſes, and betook: himſelf to a ſtrife Religious | $64. coed 


Life in Poverty, after he had been preferred to great publick Offices; nuſquam in 
he was a Man of Parts and Learning, and well acquainted with the Scripturis ve- 
Weſtern parts, efpecially 1raly, France, and Spain ;, and for his great _— GO 
Virtues and eminent San&ity was, by the Importunity of the ,* FS 


non parva ta- 


People, made Biſhop of | Nola in Campania : ſo that: he -alfo was men eft Uni-- 


every way qualified for another Witnefs in this Cife : and theſe veriz- Ec: !e 
two I ſuppoſe ſufficient for their- time, eſpecially for- the Latin "_ qua”. 
Church. we 

S. Paulinus in an Epiſtle to'St. Arguſtin ſays as much as need to _ 
he in few- Words; that * Ir:cannot be in vain that the Univerſal ni i- 


 Churth 4 accuſtomed to pray for the Dead.” Not the'Church, bat the bus (.: 


Univerſal Church; not only did at that time, but was accr:ftomed ſo is, quz 
to do; that is, time out of mind, without any known beginning. 97% Þ* 
And what was it accuſtomed to do? Not barely to commemorate, el - 
but to pray and ſupplicate- for them. Univer/a pro Defunttrs Ec- hem - ſon. 
cleſia Lay: conſucvit, As ample a Teſtimony; 1 think, as can be habet et a, 
expreſſed in ſo few words. 2 | 2 Commend? 
S. Auguſtin in confirmation'of this aHeadgeth' the Book' of 7Mat- - So—=— 
| 3 VERSE. 2g Cant cad Ano: ce Ct 
cabees, and addeth, || But altho*- wer did mo where at” all read this #n the , p: 9 Mar 
ancient Writings, yet 3s not the - Anthority of the- Vniverſal Church, wh, c..5 4. 
which. 


' 


* Hoc a Pa- 
fribus tradi- 
tum Univeiſa 
obſervat Ec- 
clefia, ut p10 
eis, qui in 
 Corporis & 
Sanguinis 
Chriſti Com- 
munione De- 
fun&ti ſunt, 
cum ad ip- 
fam Sacrifi- 
cium /u0 loco 
commemo- 
rantur, Ore- 
tur, & proil- 
lis quogz id 
. ofterr1 com- 
memoretur. 
S. Aug. de 
verb. Apt. 
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which is cleax in this Cuſtom, 4 ſmall matter, when in the. Prayers of the 
Pricit, which are poured out to the Lord\God as bis Altar, the Com- 
memoration of the Deceaſed hath alſo its proper place. In this Teſti- 
mony are divers things obſervable, and very conſiderable : . x. The 
Authority of the Univerſal Chvprch, not of a Particular. Church, 
of a City, of a Province, of Hippo, or A/rica, but: of the Univerſal 
Church, which, however manifeſted or declared, is no:\mall matter. 
2. But n this it is declarcd, in the, moſt Solemn Acts of the Church, 
her moit Solemn Addreſs to Almighty God. at his' Altar. So that 
here 1s the greateſt Authority that, is among Mankind, and that 
moſt iolemnly declared.. 3, -It is no new Reſolution, but a Cuſtom, 
Confuetudo Univerſe Eccleſia, an ancient Cuſtom, and a- univerſal 
Cuſtom, which he elſewhere upon another occaſion expreſſeth in 
this manner. * This being delivered from the Fathgrs (2 Patribus tra- 
ditum ) doth the Univerſal Church obſerve, that for them who are 
departed in the Communion of the Body and Blood of Chrift, when they 
are remembred at the Sacrifice it ſelf in their place, Prayer be made, 
and it be commemorated that that xs offered for them alſo, Notonly for 
the Living, but for the Dead alſo, and in their proper place. 4. This 
Cuſtom and Tradition, was nat only for. a gengral., Commemora- 


” 4 Fl . , 


tion, but for a ſpecial Commendation. _— 

And here, becauſe this: excellent Perſon hath written much, and 
therefore affords more obſervable matter than is ordinary in any 
one Author, I will indeayour .out of him alone to-preſent the ho- 
neſt and ingenuqus Reader . with 4 Scheme of the whole Cuſtom and 
Prattice of. the- Ancients, whereby- he will, the better underſtand 
their Teſtimonies, and decern the, Fallacies, Evaſions, Cavillings 
and Shufflings of the Adverſaries of it. What was done by them 
on behalf of the Deceaſed was either Publick or Private : What 


' was done in Private, was Prayers, ſuch as S. Auguſtin offered for 


his Mother in his Confeſſions, 4b. 9. cap. 13. Faſting, and Alms, 
&c. What was Publick, was done either by the. Relations or Friends 
of the Perſons deceaſed, and that was: preſerting their Oblations, 
whether ordered by the Deceaſed, or freely offered by their Friends 
on their behalf: Which, if they departed in Communion of the 
Church were received, otherwiſe rejected, - unleſs. they. were inithe 
State of Penitents, and were ſurprized-/in fach caſe gs the Prieſt 


ſhould have abſolved them, if ;he «could -have- been. preſent :: or 


what; was done by the Biſhop or PrieFt, with the reſt.” of the Clergy 
and People: And this was either a general Commemoration: pro 
omnibus 


, 
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emnibus in Chriſtiana '& Catholica Socittate defunttir,” as he ſpeaks de 
Cura pro Hat. c. 4.: for all departed inthe Chriſtian and Catholick 
Society, ( or Communion )-without - any particular -recitation -of 
' their Names, or a'more particular Memory of them by Name with 
ethers ;: ar” 4 more. ſpecial Commendation 'of a particular ' Perſon at 
his Death; and; belides-certain- other. days; uport their 'Anniverſa- 
ries. And: thefe-were all performed” at the” Altar, and with the 
Holy Sacrifice, except that 'at his Death, in - caſe that' happened 
after the Prieſt had eaten, and then by ſome Canons it was 
to be performed ſolis Orationibus, with: Prayers only; bnt other- 
wiſe, & Orationbus & -Oblatiombus; that-is, with Prayers and Sa- 
crifice both, 'for that; is there to be underſtood -BY Oblarrontbus. 
And as S. Auguftin did intend all this in'what he' faith of the Uni- 
verfal Cuſtom by Tradition from the Fathers, To did: he believe 
that the Souls departed were benefitted by them-all. For his words 
zmmediately preceeding thoſe [before-recited ont of his- Serm.”"de 
Ferb. Apoſt. are, * It 5s not to be doubted that the Dead are helped by the 
Prayers of the H, Church, ani the Salutary Satvifice, and tht-Alms which 
are diftributed for their Spirits, that the Lord ſhould deatmortmercifully 
with them than their Sins have deſerved:'''This was one End #nd Be- 
nefit of thoſe: Commemorations and Prayers ; and ' therefore was 
not only comprehended in the' general Intendment of the general 
Commemorations, -but was expreſsly prayed for both in-the Com- 
mon- Prayers and. in the more ſpecial Commendations, as we ſhall 
ſee further hereafter ;/ but this does not exclude Others ; * of which, 
I think fit to take notice of one in this place, which is mentioned 
by S. Auſtin and others,' and which concern two Articles of onr 
Creed, but . little underſtood or confider'd amongſt ns. It is 
in his Book de Civ. Dei, bib. 20. cap: 9. in theſe words: Þ Nor are 
the Souls of the Pious deceaſed ſeparated from the Church, which even 
'now i the Kingdom of Chrift = Otherwiſe, neither at the Altar of God 
ſhould Memory be made-of them in the Communion of the Body-of Chri$. 
In theſe words is couched one general Intendment. of the Church : 
For as the Holy Rite of the Eachariſt was intended not only for the 
Peculiar Solemnity of the Churches Addreſs to God here npon Earth, 
with the Memorials of onr Savioar's Paſſion; the.great Propitiation.. 
for. the Sins-of the World, but alſo-for Commmnnim between our 
Head andthe :Metnbers of -his Myſtical Body here upon Earth, and 
alſo:between the Members' of his'whole' Myſtical Body themſelves 3 
ſo the.Church #1 that Holy"Solemnity hath always performed 4; 


of 
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of Commuymnien,-.not:only-with the Head, but with all his Members 
both preſent,. in external Communion, and Parriciparion of the 
ſanQified- Creatures; and with all abſent, whether in the: Body, or 
out of the Body, by Commemorations, Thankſgivings and Prayers: 
And, becauſe. they were in-ſeveral States, they were accordingly re- 
membred diſtinQly, in order, which is what S. Augaſtin-expreſſeth 
{uo loco. This Communion was by the ancient Chriſtians. reputed 
4. matter of very-gseat. Importance, - and accordingly they. were 
equally careful, whoſe Oblations they did receive, and whoſe 
Names they did remember, whether Living or Dead : and thoſe 
who were-ejected; or ref&ed or refuſed, were looked-upon as out 

- of Communion, ;and .excluded from all ' the -Privileges' of the 

Church, ,both' on Earth, and: alſo in the ſeparate State, according 

to our  Saviour's Promiſe. '/ It! was then. believed, that the Souls 

departed, which ſhould be ſaved, were all indeed with Chriſt, but 

not at the Right-hand of his Father; but ſome before: the Throne 

ſome upon Aonnt Sion; ſome in the Holy of Holies z ſome in the 

Temple,: but not in that place; fome in Paradice, in Abraham's 

Boſom, in the Third Heaven, in very different Manſions or Re- 

_ ceptacles: as one may be faid to be with the King, whois with 

* [deOq; hat him in foreign Parts, tho” but. in his Army, or at his Court, tho? 
bet Ecclefia- neyer admitted into his Preſence-Chamber ; and that by ſome the 
anqptoe 7 of Church here upon Earth her {elf received much Benefit; but o- 
hs ov deve. thers received Benefit by. her Communion and ;Prayers, and ſtood 
cum Marty- in need of it. Nor ought we £9; think: that theſe two Articles 
res eo loco of the Holy Catholick Church,' gnd the, Communion -of : Saints, were 
recitantur ad nut. into. the Summary of the Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, and 
pms pt 6 in the Order they. are, bur for ſpecial and weighty Reaſons ; and 
ipfis oretur, indeed ſuch as are little taught, or underſtood, or regarded amongft 
pro. c#feris us. 1n thIS.Age,..o oo oiinn 3) a} hah 
aurem com- S, Auguſtin hath many Teſtimonies. concerning this matter of 
>» 1a of Fact. and .known Practice. of the.Churchi.in-thele diſtinct Orders. 
0495.4 Imjuria 9T' GOMMEMAratION of. the Dead; Jo; plain, that the Arch-Biſhop 
eft enim pro Þimſelf could not but confeſs 'that{aniirhe Church Service there was 
Martyre ora- made .a ſeveral Commenoration'; fiik,-of; the . Patriarchs, Prophets, 
re, cujus 105 *Apoſttes, apd Martyrs, after. one mannien:;g.emd then of the other Dead, 
Oc bemus 9” after, another; pag. 194. and: one: or: ouMhe ces in the Margin, but 
ow Mer yo was ſo- wiſe -as not t0 recite-the-nertls.; Its Serm. 17. de:Verbis 
Tr. 84. in E- Apoſt- * This haththe Church-Dſcaplire; which the Faithful know, when 
rang. Johan. the Martyrs are recited atthe Altar of God in that place, where Prayer 

is 
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1s not made for them ;, but Prayer is made for others, woo are commeno- 
rated, For it is an Injury to pray fer a Martyr, to whoje Prayers we 
(our ſelves) ouzht to be commended. And Tr. 84. in Evang. Johan. 
* At the Table it ſelf we do not ſo commemorate them, as others who ret 
in Peace, that we ſhould alſo pray for them, but rather that they pray for 
#5, that we may tread in their Steps ;, becauſe they themſelves have ful- 
filled that Charity, than which our Lord ſaith there cannot be greater. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the Partiality and Diſin- 
genuity of this magnified Man in this place ; for it is a Scandal and 
Offence to me. Having cited the words of S. Auguſtin in Exchrid, 
ad Laurent. Cap. 110. || That the Oblations and £lms uſually offercd in 
the Church for all the Dead that received Baptiſm, were Thankſgivings 
for ſuch as were very Good  Propitiations jor ſuch as were not very 
Bad : but for ſuch as were very Evil, altho" they were no Help for the 
Dead, yer were they ſome k.nd of Conſolations of the Living. He calls 
this a Private Expoſition; not only (as he pretends) becauſe it is not 
td be found in the Writings of the former Fathers ; but alto becauſe 
it ſuiteth not well with the general Practice of the Church, which it 
intendeth to_interpret, p. 194. If it had not been in the Writings 
of any of the former Fathers, had not the notorious Practice of the 
Church, which he often mentions with ſpecial notes of the Notoriety 
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of the matter of Fac, been ſufficient, and much more than any thing ain oo 
mentioned dogmatically by others, tho? more ancient * But be- rum probap- 


ſides that is falſe : for we ſhall ſee it hereafter atteſted by Cyril of tizatisdefun- 


Hieruſalem ,, and not by the by, but in a profeſſed Deſcription, Ci 
and Explication of the Greek Liturgy ; which ſhews the Agreement _—_ _=- 


of all, both Greek and Latin Chnrches. And therefore it is but 
reaſonable that the honeſt Reader be admoniſhed to beware of this 
Author, how he truſts him : for he is a partial and crafty Writer ; 
of which other inſtances may be produced. 

But perhaps it may not only do right to S. Argrſtin, but be 
a Satisfaction to the Reader, to ſee him more fully declare his mind, 
which he doth in the words precedent, to this effect : * vr is ar ro 
be denied, faith he, that the Souls of the Deceaſcd are relicved by rhe 
Piery of their living Relations, when the Sacrifice of the Mcaiator is ogfered, 


vis gratia- 
rum aCtiones 
ſont 3p: o val- 
de malis, et- 
G6 iila ſunt 
adjamenta 
mo, tnorum, 
qual. icungqz 
ViVoi um CON- 
(0'ationcs 

;Uu. t. 


 ® Neque regangum eft Detu..Forum animas pieta:e ſuorum viventium velevari, cu;n pro ijlis 


; lacrificium Mediatoris cff:1tur, vel Eleemoſynz mm Eccleſia tinnt. Sed e:s hac proium qui cum 
| viverent, ut hac Hi poſtea prodefle pofſent, me: uerunt, Eft evim quidem viver, di 1oGus. Nec 
fam bonus, ut ron reguirat ifta poſt moitem ;z nec tam walus, ut ez nov profint ifta pult m-,riem, 
Et ve0 talis in >cno,ut iſt; ucn requirat 3& eſt rurſus talts in malo, ut nec his yalest, cam cx hac 
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vita tranſic- (18 ) | 
——_ or Alms given in the Church for them. But to thoſe are theſe things pro- 
his omne fitable, who, when they lived, merited that theſe things might be profitable 
meritum for them afterward. For there is one ſort of Life neither ſo Good, that it 
comparatur, might not necd thoſe things aſter Death; nor ſo Evil, that they cannot 
4 , Py profit after Death. But there iz ſuch in Good, that it may not require 
na ws by them : and there is again ſuch in Evil, that it cannot be helped by theſe 
quilpiam, ve! Figs when this Life is ended, Wherefore here is all Merit acquired, 
gravari. Ne whereby any onc can after this Life be relieved, or grieved. But let none 
mo autem hope that he may obtain of God aftcr he is Dead what he hath neglefted 
le fpet here. Wherefore thoſe things, which the Church doth frequently uſe for 
TY Recommending the Dead, are not contrary to the Sentence of the Apoſtle, 
obierit, apud Pere it 5s ſaid, We muſt all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of 
Deum pro- Chriſt, that every one may receive according to thoſe things which 
moreri. Non he hath done in the Body, whether it be Good, or Evil; becav/e 
igitur ifta 6227 this Merit every one acquired for himſelf when he lived in the Body, 
+= ahold an that theſe things might profit him. For they do not profit all, And why 
mendandis #0 they not profit all, but by reaſon of the Difference of Life which each 
frequentat lived in the Body? When therefore Sacrifices, whether of the Altar, or 
Eccleſia, ili of whatever Alms, are offered for all the Deceaſcd, who were baptized, 
Apoſtolice k Cc. as before recited by Vſher. More to like purpofe may be ſeen 
| + Bom by in his Book de Cura pro ortuis, cap. 4. and cap. 18. where he adds, 
dictum ett ; || But becauſe we do not diſtinguiſh who they are, (who are profited by 
Omnes enim them) we ought to do theſe things for all the Regenerate, that none of 
aftabimus an” them be pretermitted, to whom theſe Benefits may and ought to come, For 
te Tribunal + ;; better that they ſhenld be ſuperfluous as to them, who are neither 
- = uf. nelped nor hurt by them, than be wanting to thoſe whom they may benefit. 
quſaz ſecun- Tet every one doth theſe things the more diligently for his (deceaſed) Re- 
dum ea que lations, that the ſame may be done by his Relations ( ſurvivins ) for him-. 
per corpus geſ* {{lf, The ſame he hath qu. 2. ad Dulcitium : and more to like pur- 
pubs poſe, Serm. 32. de Verb. Apoſt. 
five mam * * To the Teſtimonies of theſe two Eminent, Holy, Learned Biſhops 
Moc meritum Of the Latin Church, I will add the Teſtimonies of two or three 
fibi quifque Eminent Biſhops of the ſame Age in the Greck Church, concerning 


_ cor” the Practice and Cuſtom of the Church in their time, and the Ages 
ore vivere | 
arid ut ei poſſznt ifta prodeſſe, Non enim omnibus proſunt, & quare non omnibus 
nroſunt, nifipropter d'fcrontizam vitz, quam guilque geffit in Corpore.? Cum ergo ſacrificia. &c; 
{| Sed quia yon Qifcernimns qui fant, oportet ca pro regeneratis omnibus facere, ut nullus 
eoum pieeteriniitatur, ad quos hc beneficia poffint & debeant perveaire. Melius enim ſy- 
ererunt ifta cis, quibus rec ovbiunt, nec profunt, quam eis deerunt quibus profunt. Diligen= 
tius tamen facit hz: quiſq; pro neceſſariis ſuis, quod pro ilo fiat fimiliter a ſuis, p. 294. b. 2. ro 4. 


pre- 
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precedent, even to the Apoſtles, in this Caſe. The one is S. Johr 
Chryſoftom, Patriarch of Conſtantinople, a Man as eminent for his 
own perſonal Worth, as for the Place he held. He hath much 
concerning Prayers and- Oblations for the Dead ; but much of it 
by way of Exhortation : and therefore to be as brief as may be, 
I will ſele& principally what concerns the Practice and Original, 
which he mi exprelisly to the Ordination of the Apoſtles, and 
Directions of the Holy Spirit. But firſt for the common Practice 
of the People : Hom. 32. mm Mat. * Why after the Death of any of thy 
Family doſt thou call the Poor together * Why dot intreat the Presbyters 
ro pray for him? Thou wilt ſay, That he may obt:in Reft. And 
dſt thou then weep and lament for theſe things? Secondly, S. Chry- 
foftom's Advice, Hom. 61. in Johan, t But if a Sinner, and who hath 
often offended God, dieth, is he to be bewailed? or rather, not at all, ſince 
that cannot do him any good. But theſe things ave to be performed for 
him, which may do him good ;, viz. Alms and Oblations, And con- 
cerning Alms, he preſſeth it much, Hom. 21. in A&. pag. 605. 
And, Thirdly, for the common Office of the Prieſt, in his Sixth 
Book de Saceraotio, Cap. 4. || What manner of Man ought he to be, who 
znterceeds for the whole City? What, do I ſay for the City ? for the 
whole World, and prays to God that he will be propit.ous to the Sins of 
all, not only of the Living, but alſo of the Dead? Then that theſe 
things are of Apoſtolical Authority, Hom. 3. iz Phil in the Moral. 
Exhorting People to pray themſelves, and to intreat the Prayers 
of others, and to give Alms continually for their deceaſed Friends : 
* Will this, faith he, give any Relief * and then anſivers: Hear God 
thus ſaying, 1 will prote@ this City for my own and for my Ser- 
vant David's ſake. If the Memory only of a righteous Man avails ſo 
much, where Works are alſs done for the Dead, what cannot they do ? 
and then goes on: Theſe things were not in vain conſtituted by the 
' Apoſtles, rmat in the venerable and tremendous Myſteries Memorial ſhould 
be made of thoſe who were departed. They knew much Benefit would 
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accrue to them by it, and much Advantage. For at that time, when all 
the People ſtand with their hands lifted up, and the Company of the Pricfts, 
and that venerable and awjul Sacrifice, preſent, how ſhall we not pleaſe 
or appeaſe God praying for them? And that indeed for thoſe who de- 
parted in the Faith ;, But the Catechumens are not deign*d this Conſol;- 
ton, out are deſtiture of all hep, one only excepted. But what is that ? 
Why, Alms may be given to the Poor for them : and hence they receive 
ſome Refreſlmnent. For it 1s God's Will that we ſhould mutually help one 
anotner, And to the ſame purpoſe, Hom. 69. ad Pop. Anticch. 
Laſtly, and that this was by the Direction of the Holy Spirit, he is 
expreſs, Hom. 21. in Att. * Not in vain are Oblations for the Dead ; 
Tot in vata Praycrs;, Not in vain Alms: For all theſe things did the 
Spirit Oraer, willins that we ſhould mutually help one anether.... Doubt 
it not, the Fruit will be pleaſant : It is not a lieht thing that the Deacon 
calls out, (to pray) For thoſe who are departed in Chrift;, and, For thoſe 
who offer for their Memories. And the ſame he faith alfo, Hom. 41. 
in 1 Cor. 15. and adds: Þ For if Commemorations were not made for 
them, not ſo much as this would be ſaid : For our Matters are not Stage- 
Plays. Far be that. For theſe are done by the Ordination and 
Diſpoſition of the Spirit. Let «4 therefore afford them help, and 
perform their Commemorations, &c. The Propitiation propoſed is com- 
mon to the World : therefore do we then confidently pray jor all the Wor= 
thy, and name them with Martyrs, with Confefſors, with Prieſts : for we 
are all one Body, tho” ſome Members more ſplendid than others... . Why 
doft thou grieve and lament ſo much? Favour may be obtained for the 
Deceaſed. And that he himfelf formed a Liturgy, which is at this 
day in uſe in the Greek Churches, is affirmed by the Greeks, and 
cannot with any good reaſon be denied ; and tho? *tis likely there 
may be ſome Alterations or Additions in it, yet what relates to 
this matter is ſo confirmed by this, and by more ancient Authority, 
that it cannot reaſonably be queſtioned. 

The other is S. Epiphanims, Biſhop -of Salamis, the Metropolis of 
the Iſle of Cyprzs, a Man of good Reputation for Ability and-Piety, 
and particularly ſtudied 1n all the DoErines and Practices of the 
Church, and the ſeveral Hereſtes contrary thereunto. In him we 
have a double Teſtimony, that of Aerizs,.and his own, in a Book 
of all the Hereticks and Hereſies. In that:of Aerins, is obſervable, 
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1; The Matter of Fat and common Practice, viz, commemorating 
the Names of the Dead, and Praying for them. 2. The End for 
which it was done, viz. That they might be benefitted by the Par- 
don of their Sins at the Prayers, &c. .of their Surviving Friends 
and the Church. Both theſe he oppoſeth ; and that is a Proof of 
both ; and by the Teſtimony of an Adverfary; which 1s reputed the 
moſt convincing, 3. The Oppoſition, without any denial or que- 
ſtion of the Antiquity or Univerſality of the Practice or. Odſerva- 
tion, or of the Tradition of either the Practice, or the Intention 
and Doctrine : which, if he had had any colour or pretence for it, 
he would certainly never have omitted : but he 1s able to ſay no- 
thing againſt either the Practice, or Benefit of it ; but, If it be ſo, 
it is1n vain to be pious; it would be ſufficient to get People to 
pray for the Pardon of ones Sins after his Death. In all theſe 
reſpeQs is the Oppoſition of Aerius a very conliderable Teſtimony 
of both the Prattice and Intention, and conſequently of the 
Docrine of the Church in this caſe. But becauſe our great Man 
uſeth his utmoſt Skill, and very groſsly, to evade and elude theſe 
Teſtimonies, I will here preſent them both 1ntire, according to 
his own Tranſlation, with Notes of the Pages where moſt of the 
diſtracted Parcels may be found in his Book; that the Reader who 
batha mind to entertain himſelf with a Proſpect of his Ingenuity, 
may the more plainly diſcern. it. . 

The Objeftion of Aerims : . For what -reaſon do jou commemorate 
after Death, the Names of thoſe that are departed ? He that is alive 
prayetb, or-makcth Diſpenſation. (of the Myſteries) what ſhall the Dead 
be. profited hereby? And-if the Prayer of thoſe here ao altogether 
( 2aws) profit them that be there, thcn let no body be Godly ;, let no 
Alan do Good: but .let him procure ſome. Fricads, by what means it 
pleaſeth him, either by perſuading them by Money, or intreating Friends 
at his Neath, and let them pray for him, that he may ſuffer nothing 
there ;, and that thoſe inexpiable Sins, which he hath committed, may not 
be required at his hands. p. 238. | 

Epiphanizs his Anſwer and Teſtimony : As for the reciting. of: the 
Wames of thoſe that are deceaſed, what can be better than tizis ? - What 


more commod.ous, and more admirable ? that ſuch as are preſent do believe 


that they who are departed do live, and are not extinguiſhed, but. are ſtill 
Being, and Living with the Lord > and that this mo$t pious Preaching 


» = . » \ -_ j o o% , 
NI, AM GR, 4 (7 Tay 7 JareTy, 


might 


* Tizt Tow Af- 
73 us JS aza- 


Jay bhromalle's 
droudtlgy T63- 
TEL TERSTE 
xilar 3 0 Zaars 
a dixoyoptar 6 = 
Toln9t, 74 w24- 
AnJnaslay 0 749 « 
views; & di 0- 
news Wyn TWY 
caThIa Ter 
MATE aAynct's 
Sex ov pn- 
Seis SraiCeirw, 
Kandy agado- 
@ottirw, dz 
XInou Iu gi ss 
TuUaxc, df TCes- 
AZ] ar Poms, 1 - 
Tot Xgnpaca 
Teigus, aTol 
Pinus dfihous 
dA TH TeALury, 


% ivy wmv 


\ —_ e/ 
ne auTGy, We : 


PTE TE. 
Dn, und\ T4 
Vo aur 2416s 
pa th ev- 
Xi cwy o prap)n- 
MiTGy ExQuIn- 
Zn, 

T Iles 77 bits 
ele Mints, 
FJ aortitrn- 


ots\my, Ti @y - 


»” 
£11 TETE Tagvf- 
YyiaiTLgyYr, 


% 
T8 : 


TSTS KaMMQLT &- : 


£9), Fav pale 
MuTeggy 1 The 


SEV) 1p Tsv2 : 
ors : 
ot angles : 


Tagy)lags 


Cam, ty or av 


F | a Fap; id 5% tj - 
% 47s >) T0 05atuTalay xipuypa dinynonilo, ws ihwis 5ov waP- 


»2 
# 


PELTULETLLP 
phnic ws & 
a ned\upiz Toy: 
xa orlaye 

* 'Npexd ot 
"uTto ay TH y 
PIopiny chin 
H % Td 62 
TAY aiTIa/hd> 
Tal PH Nemo T- 
Tot an. cv 3 
dia T2 2072.4 - 
Kit & KLIMIO 
ris Gila 
PAN; Ax8- 
Owe, Th eKS- 
ors, iya 73 
TEASE CV OM - 
pavrby, % 
Wo dixwor 
Torn Thu 
wriplu, v 
Vat & MafTW- 
aav. Carp wh 
Soak 
VWTEL ehepsh 
Det Niopar, 
VTip os Mxay- 
ww) 3 TaTtgw!, 
% mTxTELd g- 
Xwr, Tegpnlav 
X; SeragoAwy, 
Euayſenicwy, 
paply ger, » 
0uonoguley, 
cmoxiTuy Th, 
2) araxmprlur, 
% mTailoc 7% 
Tay ud) g-,ira 
Toy x ecor In- 


(-242 } 


might be declared, that they who pray for their Brethren have hope of 
them, as being in a Peregrinatim, P. 2409. But the Prajer alſo which is 
mage for them doth profit, altho? it doth not cut off All their Sins. (mx 3aa 
here anſwers to 5aws in the Objeftion.) Ter, foraſniuch as whilſt 
we are in tne World, we oftentimes ſlip both unwillinely, and with our 
W:#, it ferveth to-ſignifie that which is more perfett : For we make a 
Memorial, both of the Tust, and for Sinners : For Sinners, intreating 
the Mercy of God ;, of the Tut, both the Fathers. and Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, ana Apojtles, and Evangel:ſts, aud Martyrs, and Confeſſsrs, Biſhops, 
and Anchoreres, and the whole Order , that we may ſever our Lord Jeſus 
from the Rank of all other Men, by the Henoxr that we do unto him, 
end tnat we may yield Worſhip unto him, [while we thus judge, P. 240. 
That] our Lord is not to be compared unto any Man ; tho a Man live in 
Rightconlneſs a thouſand times and more : for how ſhould that be poſſible ? 
conſidering that the one #5 God, the other Man ; and the one 1 in Hea- 
ven, the other in Earth, by reaſon of the Remains ( or Reliques) of the 
Body yet reſting in the Earth. ['p. 242. Except thoſe, who being raiſed 
from the Dead, cntred together into the Bride-Chamber, as faith the Holy 
Goſpel, &c. Bur forbearing theſe things, I return to what I was about.] 
The Church doth xecefſarity perform this, having received it by Tradition 
from the Fathers: And who may d fſylve the Ordinances of his Mother, 
or the Law of bs Father ? p. 237. [asSolomon /{aith, Hear, my Son, 
the Words of thy Father, and reje& not the Laws of thy Mother 3 
aeclaring by this, that (our) Father ;, that us, God, the Only begotten, 
and the Holy Spirit, bath taught ( us ) both in Scriptures, and without 
Scripture : But ] our Mother, the Church, hath Ordinances ſettled in her, 
which are inviolable, and may not be broken. Seeing then there are Or- 
arnances eſtabliſhed in the Church, and they are well, and all things are 
admirably done, this Seducer ts againrejuted. p. 237. This is the Anſwer 
of Fpiphanizz : the words inclos'd in Crochets are not in Vſher, 
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To this we may well apply what he faith before: concerning 


Eafter, the Obſervation of which was another thing, which Aerius 
quarrelled at : But who knows theſe things beſt? This ſeduced Fellow, 
who is but newly ſprung up, and now living amor:g3# u1, or they who 
were Witneſſes before us ;, and who held the ſame Tradition in the Church 
' before us, which they had received from their Parents, and their Parcnts 
had lcaracd from their Anceſtors; as the Church to this day objerves 
the true and ſincere Faith, which it received with the Traditions from the 
Fathers. 

In all this we may obſerve, r. The Practice of the Church, both 
in the General Commemorations, and in the Prayers, agreed on 
both Sides. 2. The End and Intendment of the Church, that it was 
the Profit and Benefit of the Deceaſed, alſo agreed. 3. The Queſtion 
between them, Whether the Prayer of the Living could profit or 
benefit the Dead, as the Church intended ? 4. That this was what 
Acrius did principally deny : and therefore, that the Practice was 
reaſonable, as: a neceſſary conſequence. 5. His only reaſon was, 
that it would make Piety and good Lite needleſs. 6. Epiphanizs his 
Anſwer, 1. from Reaſon; 1. as it is a {eaſonable and excellent De- 
claration-of the Faith and Hope of the Church; 2. as an Act of Cha- 
rity, for the Benefit of the Leceaſed ; 2. from Authority, as received 
in the Church by Tradition from our Saviour, and the Holy Spirit. 

And now, how does our great Man elude this? Epiphanins, faith 
he, doth not JZame this, (v:z. That Prayers and Sacritice profiteth 
not the depa ted in Cnrift,) an Hereſte, 2. Nor doth it appear that 
himſelf did hold that they bring fuch JIzofic to the Dead as theſe 
Men Dream, pg. 236. + 3. He doth not at all charge him with for- 
faking the Doctrine cf the Scripture, or the Faith of the Catholick 


Church, but with rejecting the Order, p. 237. 4. Aerics his Argu-- 


ment wonld have been in force indeed, if the whole Church had 
- held, as many Cid; That the Judgment after Death was ſuſpended until 
the General Reſurrettion, and that ia the mean time, the Sins of the Dead 


might be taken away by the Suffrages of the Living : But he ſhould have © 


conſidered, as Gebarrns (as great an Heretick as himielf ) did that the 


Dvorors were not agreed upon the Point, p. 238. 5. It wasa fool- 


iſh part in him to confound the Private Opinion of fome, with the 
Common Faith of the Univerſal Church, 6. That he reproved this 
particular Error, he did well ; but that thereupon he condemned the 


General Prattice of the Church, he did like himſelf, headily and per=-- 
verſly, :b:dem. As to the firit of theſe, I muſt reter the Reader to : 
+ E pi , 
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 Epiphanius' himſelf, for the Chara&ter he gives of the Perſon and 
Opinions of Acrius, a very Vile man, a thorough-pac'd - rian, and 
who exceeded Ariz himſelf in his new Opinions, which he imputes 
to the operation of the Devil ; though he doth not particularly 
namethem Hereijtes, yer, it 1s plain, he and S. Auſtin too accounted 
thein ſuch; and, of rhe reit, the Reader may judge by what is here 
laid plainly before him. | 

S. Ephrem was not much before theſe; but becauſe he was neither 
Greek nor Latin, but a Syrian, and a Man of Parts and extraordinary 
SanAity, greatly eſteemed by the moſt excellent Perſons of that time, 
and of fo great Reputation, that his Writings were read publickly 
in divers Churches after the Holy Scriptures, I cannot paſs him by 
without taking notice of his Teſtament, his Diſcourſe to his Diſciples 
upon his Death-Bed : wherein he tells them he is Dying, and deiires 
to be mentioned in the Commemoration of their Holy Prayers ; and 
bewailing his Sins, and declaring his Senſe of the terrible Judgment 
of God, he doth admoniſh, exhort, and ſtrictly enjoyn them to re- 
member him conſtantly, after his exit and paſſage, 'in their Prayers : 
and after ſome Admonitions to them, and account of himſelf, he 
again deſires to be remembred in their Prayers. Then he ſtritly 
forbids his being Buried under the Altar, or in the Houſe of God, 
all Solemn Pomp, and Funeral Orations and Encomiums and all coſt 
of rich Veſtments, of Grave Cloaths, of Spices, of Odors, of Candles, 
and the like; but deſires that all that Coſt may be beſtowed upon 
the Poor ; and for himſelf; that in the place of all ſuch Pomp and 
Funeral Orations, they will accompany him with Pſalms, and help 
and aſſiſt him wich their Prayers, and Bury him in the Church- 
yard, where the contrite in heart are Buried. Then he bids them 
come near and imbrace him, for his Spirit fails him, and again in- 
treats them diligently to make Oblations for him ; and prettily re- 
preſents the Communion of Saints, by a Simile of the Sympathy of 
things in Nature, the Wine which flowers in the Cellar, when the 
Vine Buds in the Vineyard, and the like: And tells them, that the 
OVlatioas of Prieſts under the Law were effectaal for thoſe who 
were lain in their Sins : and how much more the Prieſts of Chriſt 
under the New Teſtament! And gives great caution, that when 
they come to kis Memory, ( I ſuppoſe he means the Thirtieth Day, 
which he expreſsly mentioned before and his Anniverſaries) ze qu:/- 
quam in Santta peccet ; that none commit any thing unmeet for 
holy things, ( by any Exceſs): but that the Vigil be kept _—_ 
tiVELy, 
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tively, and reverently, and humbly, and holily, and purely: tor 
it would be a miferable thing for him, if by occaiion of his Me- 
mory, he ſhould be accountable to his God for their inordinate 
Actions. Thus this Holy Man: an Inſtance equal to a very ample 
Telitimony of the Practice in thoſe parts. 

About the ſame time was S. Cyr:l, Biſhop of Jeruſalem. He in 
his 11yſtagogick Catcchiſm concludes all with a Deicription and 
Scheme of the Liturgy then in uſe; whercin, after mention of 
the Holy Trijagium Hymn, * Therejorc, faith he, do we recite ths 
Seraphick Theology aclivercd to us, that in that Cwleftial Hymnody we 
may communicate with the fapra-mundain Militia, ( the Heavenly 
Hot: ) and thus by ſuch kiad of Hymns fanitifying our ſelves, we 

ray the mo$F benign God that he will ſend out his Holy Spirit upon the 
propoſnted (Elements) that it may make the Bread the Body of Corist, 
and the Wine the Blood of Chrift. For certainly, whatever the Hoty 
' Spirit doth touch, it is ſanflified and tranſmuted. . Then after that 
Spiritual Sacrifice, that unbloody Worſhip is done, (that is, after the 
Conſ:cration and Oblation in Commemoration of the Paſſion of 
Chriſt ) over that very Hot of Propitiation ay we obſecrate God for 
the common Peace of the Churches ; for the Tranguility of the World ; 
for Kings, ſor their Armies and Confeacrates;, for tne Sick and Affti- 
tted ;, and, in ſum, jor all who need Help. We commemorate alſo thoje 
*who have falicn ajleep be/oe wi: Firſt, the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, that God at their Prayers and Deprecations would 
accept ours: Tien we pray for the Holy Fathers and Biſhops deceaſed; 
and, laſtly, for all who are deceaſcd amonoft ms, believing it to be a 
very great H.lp to the Souls, for whom tne Obſecration of that tremcn- 
dows Sacrifice, which is placed on the <ltar, is offered. 4 

I will add but one inſtance more for the tiouriſhing times of ne 
Church, and ſo comprize the whole time of the four firſt General 
Councils from firit to laſt. Exſch;us in bis 4th Book of the Lite 
of ..Conſtantine deſcribing the Aartzrium of the Apoſtles, built by 
him at Conftantirople, adds, chap. 60, © All theſe did the Emperor 
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( 26) 
« dedicate, that he might conſign to Poſterity the Memory of our 
. ESaviour's Apoſtles. But he had another Deſign in his Mind 
* when he built this Church : which was at firſt concealed : but 
«in the end it became known to all. For he had deſigned this 
& place for himſelf after his Death, foreſceing, by a tranſcendent 
& Alacrity of Faith, that his Body after Death ſhould be made Par- 
*raker of the Apoſtles Apellation, that even after Death, he might be 
< eſteemed worthy of the Prayers, which ſhould be performed there 
© in Honour of the Apoſtles, believing that their Memory would 
&© be uſeful and advantagion: to his Soul, And afterward deſcribing 
the Solemnity of his Funeral, chap. 71. he ſaith, that *© a wvaf 
© Number of People, together with thoſe Perſons, conſecrated to 
* God, not without Tears and great Lamentation, poured forth 
« Prayers to God for the Emperor's Soul ;, thereby performing a moſt 
<« grateful Office to this pious Prince. And herein alſo God de- 
< monſtrated his ſingular Favour towards his Servant, becauſe after 
his Death, — agreeable to his own moſt earneſt Deſire, the Ta- 
© bernacle of his thrice bleſſed Soul was vouchſafed a place with 
*©the Monument of the Apoſtles; and that it might be joined 


< with God's People in the Church ; and might be vouchſafed the - 


< Divine Rights, and Myſtick Service ;. and might enjoy 4 Commu- 
\ © on of the Holy Prayers. 

Fhis was but 1 2 years after the Nice Council, and a great and: 
moſt illuſtrious inſtance of the common received and ſettled Pra- 
Rice of that time. And here, before I proceed further, it is fit 
to conſider, how far the continuance of that wicked and ſhameful 
Abuſe by Cranmer, put upon the Church of England in his clan- 
deſtine Corruption of the True Enpliſh Liturgy; 1 ſay, the Conti- 
nuance of it to this day, whether by ſupine Negligence, or baſe 
Compliance with a Faction of Seftaries, be conſiſtent with that 
Profeſlion of Reverence to Antiquity in general ; and to thoſe firſt 
four General Councils in particular, which is made by all who 
pretend to be genuine Sons of the Church of England ? with their 
aſe of the Conſtantinopolitan Creed in the moſt ſolemn Office, ſo 
fouly deformed, contrary to the Publick Office at that time uſed 
in the Church, and atteſted by S. Cyril, Biſhop of FHrersſalem, who 
was preſent at that Council, and a principal Man there ? How 
conſiſtent with the Statutes of moſt ancient Colleges in. both the 
Univerſities, and the Oaths taken by ſo many Scholars for the 
Obſervance of them * How conſiſtent with the Belief of One 


Holy 


(xt 


Holy Catholick Church ; and of the Communion of Saints ? wikis 
that Reverence and Reſpect, which the Holy Scriptures require 
ſhould be paid to the Body of Chriſt, the Depoſitory of Chriſtian 
Verities, and the Pillar or Monument and Baſis of Truth ? with 
that Reverence, and Honour, and Eſteem, which all true and ge- 
nuine Chriſtians cannot but have for ſo many glorious Saints as 
fouriſhed in the Church of Chriſt, and all agreed in this pious 
Practice for more than 1200 years from the time of Conſtantine, 
who himſelf was none of the leaſt, being converted in an extraor- 
dinary manner by ſpecial Viſion from our Saviour, and the Truth 
thereof confirmed by very remarkable Vicories, and afterward ſo 
great a Promoter of Chriſtian Piety, that he was, as Enſeb:us re- 
lates, partaker of the Apoſtles appellation, being called i-zr552a0,, 
in the Offices of the Greek Church, and deſervedly : How it can be 
- conſiſtent therewith, and with Chriſtian Modeſty, to ſet up a 
Calvin, a Bucer, a Cranmer, an Uſher, like little Idols, above all ; 
and not rather an undeniable proof of the very Spirit of Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, 
Mr. * Baxter's Queſtions in another Caſe, not unlike this, may very * Life Ap- 
| Properly be propoſed to our modern Oppoſers of this Catholick Pra- P#14ix, p.5 5. 
ctice : Would they have held Communion with the Catholick Church for © 
a Thouſand Years together ? Or would they not, if they had lived in 
thoſe times? If they would, then why not with us, who are of the ſame 
Judgment? Was it a Duty thn? And is it unlawful now? If they 
would not in all thoſe Ages have held Communion with the viſible Church, 
what would they have done but ſeparated from the Body, and ſo from the 
Head, and caſt off Chriſt in all his Members, and taken him to be a Head 
mitbout a Body, which is no Head ; and ſo no Chrifk? What would 
they have done, but denied his Power, and Love, and Truth, and conſe- 
quently his Redemption ;, and his Office? Hath he come at the end of 
4000 years ſince the Creation, to redeem the World, that lay ſo long in 
Darkneſs? And hath he made ſuch wonderful Preparations for his Church, 
by his Life and Miracles, and Blood and Spirit ? &c. and promiſed, 
That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it ; and that his 
Kingdom ſhall be an Everlaſting Kingdom, and his Dominion 
endureth from Generation to Generation ; and yet, after all this, 
ſhall be have a Church, ( even as the Seckers ſay) but for an Agze or 
mo? Thus Mr. Baxter; and very good : but if this be good in 
the Caſe of Baptiſm of Infants, why not as good in the Caſe of 
Prayers and Oblations for the Dead ? which, I think, hath as good 
| | E 2 Evidence 
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Evidence of Apoſtolical Original as that, or the Lord's-Day, or 
Epiſcopacy, or a good part of the Scriptures cf the New Teſta- 
ment: And if they ſtand all upon the ſame Foundation, why ſhould 
they nst ſtand or fall together ? 

There is alto an Afertion of St. Auguſtin's, which deſerves to be 
here conſidered in this Cafe ; That * what the Univer/al Church doth 
hold, and was not inſtituted in Councils, but always retained, is mo$t 
749 btly believed to have been dcdivered by no other than Apoſtolical Ar- 
tyor.ty. For as this 15 a Practice which none did ever pretend was 
in{titutcd by any Council; ſo amongſt all, who have written con- 
cerning the Original, or firſt Invention, or Introduction of things, 
n2ne has ever afligned any Original of it in the Catholick 
Church later than the Apoſtles ; or in any part of the Catholick 
Church, later than of the reſt of Chriſtianity it ſelf. So that could 
we trace it no further back than the time of Conſtantine, it would 
be unreaſonable to believe, that the whole Chriftian Church, {9 
largely ſpread over the Face of the Earth, and planted by fo 
many ſeveral Perſons at firſt, and 1n Places ſo divided and remote 
one from another, ſhould ſo unanimoully agree 1n ſuch a PraQtice, 


did it not proceed from ſome Common Cauje; which could be no - 


other than the Mutual Agreement of all the Apoſtles in it. 


But tho” this might be ſufficient, yet have we farther Evidence 


to trace it, even through the more troubleſome times of the 
Churches, ſo near to the Apoſtles, that no Man, without Diſpa- 
ragement to his Judgment, or his Honeſty, can queſtion its Ort- 
ginal to be indeed. Apoſtolical. For tho” thoſe troubleſome times 
have left us ſo few Monuments of the Primitive Chriſtianity, in 
compariſon, that all will hardly equal the Writings of ſome one of 
the Writers of after-Ages; yet among thoſe few have we what is 
ſafficient. Arnobizs, an eminent Profeſſor of Rhetorick, who had 

en a bitter Enemy againſt the Chriſtians, even in the time of 
Perſecution under Drocleſian turned Chriſtian, and wrote Seven 
Books againſt the Gcriles - in the fourth of which he expoſtulates 
with them in this manner : hy have or Scriptures defervcd to be 
caſt into the Fire? Why our Mecting-Places to be cruelly deſtroyed, 
in which the Great G2 ts prayed to, Feace and Pardon u beſought for 
all ; for Magiſtrates, Armies, Kings, our Familiars and Enemies ;, for 
thoſe yer living, and thoſe rileaſed from the Bond of tne:r Bodies * Where 
he ſpeaks of Prayers for theſe laſt, as.as con:mon as for any of the 


reit, About 50 years before this was S. Cyprian Biſhop of Car- 
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chage, a- Perſon of great Worth, and moſt deſerved. Reputation in 
the Church, and at laſt a'Holy Martyr. He in his LXVI Epiltle 
(with his Collegnes in Council) tells the Clergy and People, to 
whom he wrote, that their PredeceiTors, upon religious Conlide- 
ration, as a neceſſary Proviſion, had decteed, That no Chriſtian 
Brother at his Departure ſhould name a Clergy-Man for Guardian, 
or Executor ; and that if any one ſhould do this, there !houid be 
* zo Offering jor hita, nor Sacrifice celebrated {or his Departure; {or he 
doth not dejcrve to be named at the Altar of God in tne Prayer of the 
Prieſts, who-would call away the Pricfts and Ifmiſfters from the Altar : 
And therefore ſince one Victor, Þ contrary to the Order lately made 
in Conncil by the Prieſts, had preſumed to conſtitute a certain Prei- 
byter for a Guardian, || mere ſhould no Oblation be made among them 
for his Departure, or any Deprecation commonly uled in the Church in 
his Name, that the Decree of the Biſhops religiouſly and neceſſarily maze 
might be obſerved by them, and Example given to others, &c. This 
Prohibition of thoie things to be done, by way of Puniſhment, is 
a plain Evidence of what was accuſtomed, and ſhould have been 
done, if there had been no Prohibition: and an Evidence not of 
a ſingle Perſon, but of a Council : and not of Matter of Opinion, 
but of plain Matter of Fact ; and that fo notorious, as was well 
known to all, and of ſuch Importance 1n the Opinion of all, as the 
Prohibition was adjudged a competent Puaihment for ſuch a Crime, 
as they all thought no little one : It was a kind of Excommuni- 
Cation. 

Another fifty years before this lived Tertulian, a Man of very 
great and univerſal Learning, very acute Parts, and very itrict 
tor Diſcipline, and for the Orders of the Church. He mentions 
this Practice in divers of his Writings, not only as common and 
uſual, but alſo as delivered by Tradition, and fo well known, and 

1queſtionable, as to be it ſelf an undeniable Inſtance and Proof 
of unwritten Traditions. - This he doth in his Book de Corona 41: - 
[itis, S. 3. where, amonoyſt the Initances which he alleadgzth for 
proof of the Authority of unwritten Traditions, this 1s one : 
Oblationes pro Dejuntiis, pro Natalitiis, annua die facimus. We make 
Oblations for the Dead vpon the Annual day of their Departure; 
which the Ancient Chriſtians called their Naral:riz, or Birth-Days. 
And aiter all concludes, * 17 of theſe, and other Matters of Diſcipline, 
you jeek for a Rule of Scriptures, yori ſhall fad none: Tradition is al- 
leaaged for the Author, Cuſtom jor the Confirmer, and Faith for the 
| | Obſerver, 
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Obſerver. But of Traditions in general he hath other Diſcourſes 
elſewhere: and of this particular Tradition, which he does but 
only mention here, as an inſtance of Fat not to be denied, we 
have farther mention in other of his Writings; In his Book de 
AMonogamia, againſt ſecond Marriages, ſpeaking of the Cuſtom of 
the Widow's praying for her deceaſed Husband ; he ſays, * © She 
* prays for his Soul, and intreats for Refreſhment for him in the 
* interim, and Conſort tn the firſt Reſurrection, and offers ( for 
«<khim) on the Annual days of his Departure. Again, in his 
Book de Exhortatione Caſtitatis, he thus upbraids him who had had 
ſeveral Wives: | © Say before God for whoſe Spirit thon doſt 
« pray, for which thou doſt make thy Annual Oblations. Wilt 
« thou therefore ſtand before God with ſo many Wives, as thou 
«doſt in that Prayer remember ; and offer for two, and comme- 
© morate thoſe two by a Prieſt once married, by reaſon of the an- 
« cient Sanction of Virginity, incompaſled with Virgins, and ance 
* married Women ? And will thy Sacrifice aſcend with Confidence ? 
«and amongſt other Habits of a good Soul, wilt thou pray for 
<« Chaſtity for thy ſelf, and thy Wife ? 

This, I think, is plain, and full for the common PraQtice, both 
in private, and in publick by the Prieſt at the Altar; and for the 
Tradition. But it 1s objected, that Terrullian, when he wrote 
theſe Books, was a 1Morntarniſt, and wrote them againſt the Church. 
And it is as eaſily anſwered, that it is not Matter of Opinion, but 
Matter of FaQt, tor which they are here alleadged-: and it 1s cer- 
tain he was no Fool; which he muſt have been, if this had been 
the Practice of the Montaniſts, and not of the Church. But for 
the Readers better Information, and more ample Satisfaction, that 
the Objection- is a meer Scarecrow, and ſerves only to diſcover the 
Diſingenuity and Inconſiderateneſs of the Objectors, he muſt know, 
< That Montanus, (and his Companions) Alcibiades and Theodotus, 
< were at firſt looked upon, in the Opinion of moſt Men, as Pro- 
< phets : For very many Miracles of Divine Grace at that time 


«wrought in many Churches made moſt Men believe that they - 


«< lfo were Prophets. Exſeb. 5. Hiſt. 3. So that if Tertullian did 
believe this, it was no more than what moſt others did. But what 
more ſpecially inclined him to- favour ontanus was this: He was 
a Man of great Auſterity and StriCtneſs in Matters of Diſcipline, 
Penance, Faſting, Chaſtity, Suffering, &c. which were things which 
Montanus aſſerted, and highly pretended to: And that which _ 

| im 
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him in his Opinion of Aontanus, was ſome unhappy Conteſts which 

aroſe between him and the Roman Clergy, about ſome of theſe 

things, which gave him that Offence, that he not only reflets upon 

them in his de Corona M'ilitts ; Novi & Paſtores eorum, &c. but aftcr- 

wards in his other Writings frequently calls them P/ychic, Animal 

or Senſual Man. And this, which is obſervable in his Writings, 15 . 
alſo affirmed by S. Hierom. This was his * /foataniſm. And © Fir as #1 
what is this to the Prejudice of his Teſtimony concerning Prayers 724: ares 


for the Dead ? It is ſo far from that, that it is the greateſt Con- #277 _ id 

: l . l £0 mapa 
firmation and Amplification of it, that this PraCtice and Tradition ;, te Prin- 
was no part of Montaniſm : for nothing could have been a greater cipat Do- 
Prejudice to the Church of Rome againſt it, and it had certainly &rmes of Re- 


been condemned by them : nor peculiar to the 4/:can Church ; (ghon, Nike 


but the known Practice of the Catholick Church, and of the Roman Srit- Mime 


. Church in particular : quite contrary to what the Objectors would "ts were of 


perſuade us. But ſuch fatuations are the- greateſt of Men ſubject the ſame Ops- 

to, when they will obſtinately perſiſt in the Maintenance of an ill 97 with the 

Cauſe. We may here therefore fix, upon as good ground as can. CE. 

reaſonably be deſired, this Practice and Tradition of the Catho- Js y _ "_ 

lick Church. OETTR 
And now it 1s time to conſider how much we are ſhort in our 

Evidence of the Apoſtles Age; and from what Original this Practice 

did in truth proceed. It is agreed that St. Fob» wrote his Goſpel 

about the beginning of the ſecond Century ; and that Terrmulian . 

fell to the Sect of Aontanus in the beginning of the third. Yd. 

Du Pin, Þ. 44. and p. 70. And S. Hierom informs us, that he 

lived to a great Age, »ſque ad decrepitam atatem ;, and that after 

he had continued »ſque ad median etatem a Presbyter of the Church, , NM 

invidia poſtea & contumeliis Clericor. Romane Eccleſie ad Montani dog- , Ajocr _— ; 

ma delapſus. * So that he lived the greateſt and belt part of his Life jt; 66... 

in the ſame Age wherein St. John wrote his Goſpel, and did 4o or 45 

live'ſome time. And. here comes, as ſeaſonably as nnexpectedly, Jars, he ſe- 

to my hand, at the very inſtant that this is at the Pref, a Book P4r4:*@ from - 

of a learned Opponent ; who ſeeing this too plain to be diſlem- 77,77.595 #e- 

bled, and ſuppoſing that he can otherwiſe evade the force of Twp; 

this Evidence, preſents us with a plain Confeſſion of the Mat- try, &c: 

ter of FaCt; F Oavtd Blondell t © 1 make no difficulty (faith arch Du Pin, - 

« he) to affirm; that it might be praiſed /ome rime before the 97% _. 

© Tear 200, 1n as much as Tertullian, the molt ancient of all thoſe +38 pay 

< that ſay any thing of it, numbred it even then among the Cuſtoms I 

* received. 
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© recezved in his time, writing in the Year, 199. Oblariones pro 
Defunttis, pro Natalitiis, annua die facimus, &c. and recites alſo 
the other two Teſtimonies, only in. that de Monogamia, miſtakes 
the Husband for the Wife, and then adds: «© From the 
** things which this grear Perſon, the mo Ancient, and moSt Learned 
«of all the Larines, that we have remaininy, does advance, as to 
© Matter of Fac, concerning the Oblations, which were publickly 
*©made, and the Employment of the Prielts, the only Miniſters 
** of the publick Service, as a thing O: dinary, and grown into Cuſtom, 
*©it is 72a7:77eſt, that Praying for the Dead was, in his Time, uſed, 
*not only by particular Perſons, but alſo in the Body of the 
* Church, and that the Liturgies thereof were full of it. Thus we 
ſee, not only by plain Proof, but alſo by the * Confeſſion of a 
learned Adverſary, that this was not only a Pra&:ce in the Church 
when Tertullian wrote, but a Received Cuſtom in his time, and there- 
fore of ſome ſtanding before; and of ſuch ſtanding as he knew no 
other Original of it but Apoſitolical Tradition : and for ſuch doth 
he alleadge it ; and not only ſo, but for an unqueſtionable Proof 
of {uch unwritten Traditions; as this Author alſo confeſſeth and 
alerts. cap. 24. p. 142. And what other Original could it have 
in that little time, and fuch a Man as he have been ignorant of it ? 
And had any other been known, could He have been guilty of fo 
grezt Weakneſs, as to have alleadged this for an unqueſtionable 
Proof in ſuch a Cafe, if he had had fo little Honeſty ? 

But we have here a learned Man, who under pretence of detect- 
ing an Impoſture, preſumes, by his Learning, to impoſe upon the 
World. How weil he hath uſed his Learning in other Matters, 
ſome Learned Men of the Church of Ezgland,1 think, beſides others, 
have ſufficiently ſhewed ; and how far his Judgment is to be relied 
upon. In this I ſhall ſhew the like in a word. Be would perſwade 
that not only Terruliian, but the whole Church .of Chriſt, hath 
been impoſed upon in this Matter by a counterfeit Sby/, written 
berween the Years 1383 and 151. and of Terrwullian ſaith poſitively, 
© Thar he relicd upon no other Hypotheſis than thoſe propoſed by 
<« the Author of the pretended S:by//ize Writings. But in theſe few 
words there is no leſs than at leaſt one notorious Fallacy, and two 
Falſities : 2 Fallacy in the word Hypotheſis : for he relied not- upon 


any Hypotheſis, but upon the received Cuſtom of the Church : And 


that he did rely upon, as is confeſſed : But he did not 1n the leaft 
reiy ypon any thing at all of the pretended S:by/: Nor hath this 
| Cham- 
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Champion produced, I think, any one Proof that either Tertll:ar, 
or any other of the Ancient or Modern Chriſtians, did at all rely 
upon any ſuch Authority for that Practice : but all unanimouſly 
relied upon Tradition from the Apoſtles. His whole Book is full 
of Fallacy and Deceit, and of the very Spirit and Genius of an 
Heretick, who makes no ſ{cruple to abuſe the whole Church of 
Chriſt, and the moſt Excellent Perſons-in it, to maintain his own 
Principles. It is certain, that divers of the great Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity were known to the Gerr:iles long hn and received by 
Tradition from the Common Parents of Mankind ; but received 
as Articles of Faith by Chriſtians upon the Authority of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles : And ſuch was this, which he fathers upon an dmpo- 
ſtor, and preteads the Church received it from him ; without any 
Proof of either, whereas, if he was a Chriſtian, it is much more 
likely that he received the Hypotheſis from the Practice of the 


Church at that time ; and is therefore rather an Evidence of it. 


Other matters of this Book have been conſidered by learned Men 
of our own Country; and I think I need ſay no more of this with 
any regard to him, 

But as to the Practice, beſides all this poſitrve and Affirmative Evi- 
dence, I do deny that. any competent Evidence can be produced, 
among all the Churches of the World, of any where the Chriſtian 
Religion was planted without it, or where it was introduced by 
any particular Perſon, upon any ſpecial Occaſion, at any different 
time, after the firſt planting of Chriſtianity there, in all thoſe Ages 
ſince the Apoſtles; being verily perſuaded that no ſuch thing can 
be produced, but what will ſtrongly confirm and illuſtate the con- 
trary Evidence; like Mr. Uſher's Flouriſh with his moſt ancient 
Manuſcript 2ſſals, wherein the Commemoration of the Dead doth 
no where appear, which yet were but two in all, if not all but one 
mentioned by two ſeveral Authors, and that no compleat Miſlal nei- 
ther, but only Ziber Sacramentorum, an Abſtrac, and it ſelf at laſt 
not to be found, as his expreſſion, habebatur, ſeems to imply : a 
good Argument of the Agreement of all, or moſt others 1n that 
particular, that ſo induſtrious a Searcher into ancient Records and 
Monuments of Antiquity, of that kind eſpecially, could neither ſee 
nor hear of any other, either at home or abroad, wherein it was 
not. _ Such* another Exceptioa may perhaps be met with, 
which may ſerve to confirm the general Rule ; but not any thing 
conliderable, I believe, to any other purpoſe. Certaig it is, it _ 
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either have been ſettled in all_thoſe ſeveral Places in the World, 
where Churches were planted, together with the reſt of the Chri- 
ſtian 12ocrines and Inſtitutions z and then it muſt have proceeded 
from the ſame Founders, who agreed as nranimouſly in this, as 


they did in other neceſlary things; of which ſort this may there- 


fore be conciuded to be one: or it nmſt have had a ſeveral diſtin&t 
particular Introduction by it ſelf, in all or moſt of thoſe ſeveral 
Places, and be derived from ſeveral Authors, Originals, Occaſions 
and Times: and then the Accounts of its ſpecial and particular 
Introduction, in all probability, would have very much varied in 
ſeveral places, at leaft have remained upon Record, or by Tradi- 
tion fn ſome. But not a word of any ſuch thing, can I find, that 


was ever heard of in any part of the World ; but a Unanimous A- 


greement in all, both in the Practice continued by Cuſtom, and 
Original by Tradition from the Apoſtles. 

And thus much for Proof 4 poſteriori, from Evidence of Matter 
of Fa& ; which I think enough to ſatisfie any reaſonable Man of 
competent Ability, and to convince any Man of Modeſty and Sin- 
cerity: yet becauſe ſimple genuine Truth 1s always conſiſtent with 
all that is ſuch, it may, ex abrmdants, gratifte an honeſt ingenuous 
Reader to obſerve briefly the Univerſal Agreement of this Catholick 
Practice of the Church of Chriſt, r. With common Reaſon, and 
the Nature of things: 2: With the common Sentiments of the 


Primitive Chriſtians concerning the middle State of Souls: 3. With 


divers plain Texts of the Holy Scriptures: And 4. with the com- 
mon Practice of the Jews in and before our Saviour's time, never 
reprehended by him, or any of his Apoſtles, and therefore al- 
{owed by all, and indeed practiſed by them : and, on the contrary, 
the Inconſiſtence of the obſtinate Oppoſition with Truth and 
Juſtice in divers reſpects. 

As for Common Reaſon :- The Univerſe. is of vaſt and uncon- 
ccivable extent; in it we ſec-are many great Bodies, Orbs, and Re- 
fions; bthe Life of Man-upon this of the Earth is very ſhort ; the 
Time from the Reſurrection of our Saviour to this is near 1700 
years, and how much more it may be to the General Judgment no 


Mortal knows; in the mean time the Souls of  Mortals go out of 


their Bodies in infinitely various States of Purity and Impurity : 
And certainly it is moſt reaſonable that there ſhould be, not only 
one general DiſtinQipn of Souls, but moreover many diſtin Places, 
States, and Conditions, wherein the ſeparate Souls are diſpoſed, 
according 
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according to their ſeveral Qualifications, when-they go out of the 
Body. And as that curious Obſerver of the Works of Nature, as 
well of the Holy Scriptures, the late Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, ſpenk- 
ing of towardly Plants by Death tranſplanted into another R-9ion, 
a Garden of Happineſs and Comfort, adds : © And. poſſibly by -on- 

& tinuance of time, as they received Improvement and Perte&tion 
<« here, ſo in that other Region they add to their Degrees of Perfe- 
«tion, and are promoted to farther Acceſſions, and Degrees, and 
*« Stations of- Happineſs and Glory, t:ll they come to the State of 
<« Spirits of juſt Men made pertea. Now in all theſe Varieties of 


' States is there nothing capable of receiving Benefht by the Prayers 


of the Living ? Is thereno Communion of Saints between thoſe in 
the Body, and thoſe out of the Body ? But if there be, how can ir 
better be exerciſed.or expreſſed than in the ſolemn Offices of the 


' Church? 


For the Common Sentiments of the Primitive Chriſtians, becauſe it 
would be too long to recite ſo many Teſtimomes 1n this place, and 
they are colleted already to my hand by Szxts Sencnſts and others, 
I nced but refer the Reader to them. But this alſo is confeſſed and 
aſſerted by Blondel and Dalle ; but they would have us believe that 
they received them from an Impoſtor, a Counterfeit $:by1, a ground- - 
leſs, impudent and impious Calumny. | 

The Agreement with plain Scriptures is obſervable in that expreſſion 
of our Saviour concerning the Sin which ſhall not be forgiven,: 
neither in this World, neither in the World to come, ar. 12. 32. 
and that which agrees with this, of being calt into Priſon, and not 
coming out by any means, till Payment of the laſt Farthing, AZ. 5. 
25. Priſoners of Hope, Zechar. 9. 11,12. Sins blotted out when 
the times of Refreſhing ſhall .come, A#. 3. 19. Such' as ſhew the 
Incertainty of many Souls in their ſeparate State, even ſich as were 
Profeſlors of a high Form in this World, of what their final Doom 
ſhall be at that Day, as qr. 7. 22, 23. and 25. 44, 45. Fc. And 
the Recompence of Rewards at that day, 2 Thefſ. 1.6, 7. 1 Cor. 5. 5. 
Lyith. 14. 14. 2 Tim. 4.8. &c. Which if our confident Oppoſers 
had ſufficiently conſidered, one wonld think they ſhould not have 
preſumed to make fo light of that middle- Stare, as for the main- 
raining of Parties to deprive ſo many Souls there of all Benefit they 
might receive by their ſurviving Friends here ; which many Appari- 


:i0as, even among, Proteſtants, do frequently {1gnifie, 
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"either have been ſettled in all thoſe ſeveral Places in the World, 

where Churches were planted, together with the reſt of the Chri- 
 ſtian Dodrines and Inſtitutions ; and then it muſt have proceeded 


from the ſame Founders, who agreed as unanimouſly in this, as 
they did in other neceſlary things; of which ſort: this may there- ' 


fore be concluded to.be one : or 1t nuſt have had a ſeveral diſtin& 
particular IntrodufQtion by it ſelf, in all or moſt of thoſe- ſeveral 
Places, and be derived: from ſeveral Authors, Originals, Occaſions 
 and-Times: and then-the Accounts of its ſpecial and particular 
Introduction, in- all probability, would have very much varied in 
ſeveral places, at leaft have-remained upan Record, or by Tradi- 
tion fn ſome. But: not a word of any ſuch thing, can I find, that 
"was ever heard' of in any part of the World ; but a- Unanimous A- 
'greement in all, both in the Practice - continued by. Cuſtom, and 
Original by Tradition from the Apoſtles, 
And thus much for Proof 4 poſteriori, from Evidence of Matter 
of FaQt ; which I think enough to ſatisfie any reaſonable Man of 
competent Ability, and to convince any Man of Modeſty and Sin- 
cerity : yet becauſe ſimple genuine Truth is always confiſtent with 
all" that is ſuch, it may, ex ab»ndanti, gratifie'an honeſt ingenuous 
Reader to obſerve briefly the Univer/al Agreement of this Catholick 
' Practice of the Church of Chriſt, r. With common Reaſon, and 
the Nature of things: 2- With the common Sentiments of the 


_ "Primitive Chriſtians'concerning the middle State of Souls: 3. With 


divers plain Texts of the Holy Scriptures: And 4. with the com- 
-mon Practice: of the-Jews in and before our Saviour's. time, never 
reprehended by him, or any of his Apoſtles, and therefore al- 
{owed by all, and indeed practiſed by them: and, on the contrary, 
the Inconſiſtence ' of the- obſtinate Oppoſition with Truth and 

fuſtice in divers reſpects. £0 ck 
As for Common Reaſon -- The: Univerſe is of vaſt and uncon- 
ceivable extent; in it:we ſee-are many great Bodies, Orbs, and Re- 
gions; the Life of: Man- upon this of the- Earth is very ſhort ; the 
Time from the Reſurrection of our Saviour to this is near 1700 
years, and how much more it may be to the General Judgment no 
-Mortal 'knows ; in» the mean: time the- Souls of * Mortals go out of 
their Bodies in. infinitely various States -of Purity and -Impurity:: 
And certainly it is moſt reaſonable that there ſhould be, not only 
one general DiſtinRipn of Souls, but moreover many diſtin Places, 
States, and Conditions, wherein the ſeparate Souls are diſpoſed, 
| | according. 
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according to therr ſeveral Qualifications, whenithey. go out of the 
' Body. And as that curious Obſerver of the Works of Nature, as 
well of the Holy Scriptures, the Jate Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, ſpeak- 
ing of towardly Plants by Death tranſplanted into another Region, 
a Garden of Happineſs and Comfort, adds : * And poſſibly by con- 
© tinuance of time; as they received Improvement and Perfection 
< here, ſo in that other Region they add to their Degrees of Perfe- 
«Aion, and are promoted to farther Acceſſions, and Degrees, and 
* Stations of Happineſs and Glory, till they come to the State of 
<« Spirits of juſt Men .made perfet. Now in all theſe Varieties of 


* States is there nothing capable of receiving Benefit by the Prayers 

' of the Living? Is therano Communion of Saints between thoſe in- 

the Body, and thoſe out of the Body ? But if there be, how caa it 

arr exerciſed or expreſſed than in the ſolemn Offices of the 
Church! 


For the Common Sentiments of the Primitive Chriſtians, becauſe it 
would be too longto recite ſo many Teſtimonies 1n this place, and 
they are collefted already to my hand by S:7xtus Sencnſss and others, 
I need but refer the Reader to them. But this alſo is confeſſed and 
aſſerted by Blondel and Dalle ; but they would have us believe thar }. 
they received them from an Impoſtor, a Counterfeit S:byl, a ground- 
leſs, impudent and impious Calumny. | | 

The Agreement with plain Scriptures is obſervable in that expreſſion - 
of our Saviour concerning the Sin which ſhall not be forgiven, 
neither in this World, neither in the World to come, Mar. 12. 32. 
and that which agrees with this, of being caſt 'into Priſon, and not 
coming out by any means, till Payment of the laſt Farthing, ar. 5. 
25. Priſoners of Hope, Zechar. 9. r1, 712. Sins blotted out when 
the times of Refreſhing ſhall come, A. 3. 19. Such as ſhew the 
Incertainty of many Souls in their ſeparate State, even ſuch as were 
Profeſlors of a high Form in this World, of what their final Doom 
ſhall be at that Day, as qe. 7. 22, 23. and 25. 44, 45. &c. And 
the Recompence of Rewards at thatday, 2 Thefſ. 1.6, 7. 1 Cor. 5.5. 
Luk. 14. 14. 2 Tim. 4.8. &c. Which if our- confident Oppoſers 


had ſufficiently conſidered, one wonld think they ſhould not have 
preſumed to make fo: light: of that middle Stare, as for the main- 


taining of Parties to deprive ſo many Souls there of all Benefit they 
might receive by their ſurviving Friends here ; which many Appari- 
tions, Even among, Proteſtants, do frequently. fignifie. . 
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, aty Proof or Reaſon at all, doth poſuively afficm him then living, . P. 210, he-.. 


gets nothing at all by it. 


; Thus welecin this a Univerſal Agreement in all things: but, on the contrary; 


7 if we examine cc Obſtinate Oppoſit:on of it throughout, we: ſhall Gina nothing. 
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" tion, as that they received their common Notions.of the.preſent State-at ſeparates. 
' Sanls in'the other. World from an Impoſtor ;.which, was not theis-Impudenge: © | 
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© prove 4 Tentation to unſettled Souls, to Tuſpedt all to be no better - And: dy... 
- other Conſequences, it is plain they lead the yrayto-all others-to-reject theirown: -- 

. uſurped Authority with the ſame Eaſe and Impugdence that! pra cat wi rn 

. Church of Chiift ; and to. ſet up their.own.Conceits againſt-theirs, and. 

* Scripture for it; and ſo to an endleſs Courle' ef Separations, Schiſms, pp) and.” 
- Confufions; 'and, in concluſion, frt up that Anthority over others, which they 
: themſelvesin the mean timer&3eRt ; as by their-Fymod of Doreaiid others in 

- appears: And befides all this, itis much to be feared, that they leact multitudes of 
. Souls into. that miſerable Seentity and Prefumption; wherewith our Saviour hath 
" acquainted us that many will ind themfelves develtadar that dupe Mae 7:24, — 
therefore if theſe be not Hg ra Schiſmaticks and. Hereficks,, ſaking per 
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